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HORICIM POLSKEM
DO SOVETSKE INTERNACE

Po nacistické okupaci v bfeznu 1939 odesla fada muzd ilegédlné do sousedniho Pol-
ska, kde se zacala formovat exilova Cs. vojenska skupina v zahranici. Vétsina z jejich
prislusnikd pokracovala do Francie, ale po Hitlerové Gtoku na Polsko dala polska vldda
3. z&H 1939 souhlas k vytvoreni Ceské a slovenské legie, zndmé té7 jako Ceskoslo-
vensky legion. Do té doby probihalo formovéni ¢s. dobrovolnikd neoficidlné a napriklad
témér stovka letcd jiz predtim vstoupila do polského letectva. Neceld tisicovka Cech(l
a Slovakl zazila drtivou pordzku Polska a dramaticky Gstup na vychod. Jedinou vyzbroji
do civilu dosud oblecené jednotky se staly 4 tézké a 12 lehkych kulometd. S témi bo-
jovali novi legiondri proti némeckym letoundm u Tarnopole a osady Hluboczek Wielki,
kde méli i prvni padlé ve vlastnich Fadach. Nez hlavni skupina legionu stacila ustoupit
do Rumunska, dostala se do blizkosti sovétskych jednotek, které na zakladé dohody
s Némci zautocily 17. zafi 1939 na Polsko z vychodu. Jednotku zastavily 18. zafi 1939
soveétské tanky a ¢s. vojaci byli internovani v Kamenci Podolském.

After the Nazi occupation in March 1939, a number of men left illegally for neighbou-
ring Poland, where an exiled Czechoslovak military group abroad began to form. Most
of its members continued on to France but after Hitler's attack on Poland, the Polish
government approved the formation of the Czech and Slovak Legion, also known as the
Czechoslovak Legion, on 3 September 1939. Until then, the formation of Czechoslo-
vak volunteers was unofficial and, for example, almost one hundred pilots had already
joined the Polish Air Force. Almost one thousand Czechs and Slovaks experienced the
crushing defeat of Poland and the dramatic retreat to the east. The only armaments
that the civilian units still bore were 4 heavy and 12 light machine guns. The new legi-
onnaires fought with these against German aircraft near Tarnopol and the settlement
of Hluboczek Wielki, where they experienced the first casualties in their own ranks. Be-
fore the main group of the Legion could retreat to Romanig, it came into contact with
Soviet units, who, under an agreement with the Germans, attacked Poland from the
east on 17 September 1939. The unit was stopped by Soviet tanks on 18 September
1939 and the Czechoslovak soldiers were interned in Kamianets-Podilskyi.



Nastup prislusnikd ¢s. vojenské skupiny
v Krakové. Druhy zleva R. Tesarik,
pozdéjsi hrdina SSSR, vpravo v kravaté
B. Lomsky, pozdéjsi ndcelnik stabu

&s. vojenské jednotky v SSSR.

Line-up of members of the Czechoslovak
military group in Krakow. Second from
left R. Tesarik, later a hero of the USSR,
at far right B. Lomsky, later chief of staff
of the Czechoslovak military unit

in the USSR.

Okupace Prahy némeckymi nacisty
15. bfezna 1939

The occupation of Prague by
German Nazis on 15 March 1939

Ustup ceskoslovenského legionu

v zdfi 1939. Na podlaze vagonu je
patrny lehky kulomet BAR. Uprostred
s ovdzanou hlavou Richard Tesarik.
The retreat of the Czechoslovak Legion
in September 1939. A BAR light
machine gun can be seen on the floor
of the wagon. Richard Tesarik, in the
middle with a bandaged head.

(FOTO: Otakar Jaros, sbirka Vladimira
Remese)



Vasil MAKSIMISINEC
*10. 2. 1919 Uhla
+ 19457

Do SSSR uprchl z Madary
okupované Podkarpatské Rusi
v bfeznu 1940, ale byl odesldn
do tdbora GULAGu.

K ¢&s. jednotce v Buzuluku se
dostal 26. prosince 1942 a byl
zarazen k 3. pési roté. V boji

u Sokolova byl zajat a Némci
ho vyuzili k propagacni akci

K. H. Franka v Praze, kde ke
své skodé pravdivé vypovidal
o pomérech ve stalinskych
lagrech. Po vdlce byl zatcen, ale
zemrel jesté pred zavedenim
trestniho fizeni.

(Stdtni archiv Sluzby
bezpecnosti Ukrajiny)

He fled to the USSR

from Hungarian-occupied
Subcarpathian Rus in March

1940, but was sent to Petr FEDORCO

a GULAG camp. He joined the *24. 7. 1919 Repejov

Czechoslovak unit in Buzuluk on *8. 3. 1943 Sokolovo

26 December 1942 and was

assigned to the 3rd Infantry Kazdy z budoucich ¢eskoslovenskych vojdkd,
Company. He was captured ktefi prosli peklem stalinskych lagri GULAGu,

in the battle of Sokolovo and mél jiny osud v dalsi vdlecné cesté i v letech miru.
was used by the Germans for Petr Fedorco v srpnu 1940 uprchl pred terorem
promotion of K. H. Frank in madarskych horthyovci do SSSR, kde vsak byl
Prague, where, to his detriment, za nelegdlni pifechod hranic stalinskym reZimem
he testified truthfully about the poslan do ,,napravné-pracovniho tdbora” Vorkutskij
conditions in the Stalinist camps. za poldarnim kruhem. Po amnestii a pfichodu

He was arrested after the war k ¢s. jednotce v Buzuluku byl jako vojin novacek
but died before the criminal zarazen jako nosic stieliva ke kulometné roté.
proceedings were introduced. Padl prvni den boji pfi obrané Sokolova.

(Statni archiv Sluzby bezpecnosti Ukrajiny)

Each of the future Czechoslovak soldiers who went
through the hell of Stalin’s GULAG system had

a different fate in the next war and in the years

of peace. Petr Fedorco escaped the terror of the
Hungarian Horthy regime to the
USSR in August 1940, where

he was sent to the Vorkutsky
,correctional labour camp” beyond
the Arctic Circle for illegally crossing
the border. After Soviet amnesty
he joined the Czechoslovak unit in
Buzuluk, where he was assigned
as a new recruit to a machine gun
company as an ammunition carrier.
He was killed on the first day

of fighting during the defence

of Sokolovo.




llja MARCIJ
*31. 1. 1921 Harikovica
*+8.8. 1990

Z tabora GULAGu v Archangelské
oblasti se po amnestii dostal

k ¢s. jednotce 1. ledna 1943 a bojiu
u Sokolova se zdcastnil jako
ddernik 3. pési roty. V bojich na
Dukle v zdfi 1944 byl téZce zranén.
Po vdlce zidstal v armddé jako
ddstojnik z povolani. Po sovétské
okupaci v srpnu 1968 vrdtil zpét
svd sovétskd vyznamendni a vyzval
k podobnému kroku i vsechny
byvalé prislusniky ¢s. vojenskych
jednotek v SSSR. Za tyto postaoje byl
propustén z armddy.

(Statni archiv Sluzby bezpecnosti
Ukrajiny)

From the GULAG concentration camp
in the Archangel region he joined

the Czechoslovak unit on 1 January
1943 after the amnesty and took
part in the fighting at Sokolovo as

a stormtrooper of the 3rd Infantry
Company. He was severely wounded

in the fighting at Dukla in September Dimitrij POPJUK
1944. After the war he remained *10. 10. 1921 Jasifia
in the army as an enlisted officer. +3. 7. 2007 Praha

After the Soviet occupation in
August 1968, he returned his Soviet
decorations and urged all former
members of Czechoslovak military
units in the USSR to do the same.
He was dismissed from the army for
these attitudes.

Student redlného gymndzia po Gtéku do SSSR
skoncil v taboru GULAG v Archangelské oblasti,

u Sokolova bojoval jako strelec protitankové pusky.
Pozdéji pisobil u hloubkového prizkumu a v bieznu
1945 byl vysazen na Mélnicku partyzdnskym
stdbem 4. ukrajinského frontu jako zpravodajsky
dustaojnik skupiny ,,Narodni mstitel”. Po vdlce byl
téZce zranén pri autonehodé a do armddy se vratil
aZ v roce 1946. Do vysluzby odesel v roce 1976.
(Statni archiv Sluzby bezpecnosti Ukrajiny)

After escaping to the USSR, this student of
secondary school ended up in a GULAG camp in

the Arkhangelsk region. After the Soviet amnesty
he fought as an anti-tank rifle gunner
near Sokolovo. Later he fought in deep
reconnaissance unit and in March 1945
he was parachuted to protectorate by
the partisan staff of the 4th Ukrainian
Front and served as an intelligence
officer of the ,National Avenger” group
near Melnik. After the war he was
seriously injured in a car accident and
did not return to the army until 1946.
He retired in 1976.
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CESKOSLOVENSKA EMIGRACE
DO SSSR 1939-1941

Po rozdéleni Polska mezi Sovétsky svaz, Slovensko a Némecko na konci zafi 1939 se
severni hranice Madarskem okupované Podkarpatské Rusi stala hranici Sovétského
Svazu. Takrka celd mladd generace Rusinl z Podkarpatské Rusi toho vyuzila a pred ma-
darskymi okupacnimi Grady ilegadlné odeSla do Sovétského svazu, kde doufala v moz-
nost Geastnit se boje za obnoveni Ceskoslovenska. Mlade? tvorila bezmala devadesat
procent z celkem vice nez Sesti tisic uprchlikd, ale do exilu odchazeli lidé vsech véko-
vych kategorii, dokonce i celé rodiny s détmi. Namisto lepsSich zivotnich podminek a Gto-
¢isté pred perzekuci byla naprostd vétSina z uprchlikd zatéena a odsouzena ke tfem
az patnacti letdm nucené préce v koncentracnich tdborech GULAGu. Vice neZ tisicovka
z nich kruté podminky véznéni neprezila.

Dalsi tisicovka ¢eskoslovenskych obcanl se do Sovétského svazu dostala z nacistické-
ho koncentrac¢niho tdbora v Nisku. Do néj sméfovaly na podzim 1939 jedny z prvnich
transportd Zid@ z Ostravy, Vidné a Horniho Slezska. Hitler oviem poté rozhod|, Ze
tento tdbor bude uréen pro Zidy z Vartské a Zapadopruské Zupy. Stavajici vézné proto
némecti strézni pod hrozbou zastreleni donutili prekrocit hranici do Sovétského svazu.
Tam je ovsem také ¢ekaly koncentrac¢ni tabory GULAGu.

After parts of Poland had been divided among the Soviet Union, Slovakia and Germany
at the end of September 1939, the northern border of Hungarian-occupied Ruthenia
became the new Soviet Union border. Almost the entire young generation of Rusyns
from Ruthenia took advantage of this situation and illegally left for the Soviet Union in
the face of the Hungarian occupation authorities, hoping to participate in the struggle
for the restoration of Czechoslovakia. Young people made up nearly ninety percent of
the more than six thousand refugees; however, people of all ages, even entire families
with children, went into exile. Instead of finding better living conditions and refuge
from persecution, the vast majority of the refugees was arrested and sentenced to
three to fifteen years of forced labour in the GULAG concentration camps. More than
one thousand of them did not survive the harsh conditions of imprisonment.

Another thousand Czechoslovak citizens arrived in the Soviet Union from the Nazi con-
centration camp in Nisko. In the autumn of 1939, one of the first transports of Jews
from Ostrava, Vienna, and Upper Silesia headed there. However, Hitler then decided
that this camp would be used for Jews from the Wartheland and West Prussia. The-
refore, the existing prisoners were forced by German guards to cross the border into
the Soviet Union under threat of being shot. In the USSR, their fate was the GULAG
concentration camps.



Snimek z némeckého ndletu na
obec Hluboczek Wielki 14. zari
1939. Nékolika kulomety se
protiletadlové obrany ucastnil

i ¢s. legion. V této obci padl
prvni prislusnik pozemni éasti
legionu, cetar aspirant Vitézslav
Griinbaum.

A picture from the German air raid
on the village of Hluboczek Wielki
on 14 September 1939. The
Czechoslovak Legion took part in
the anti-aircraft defence with its
several machine guns. The first
member of the Legion’s infantry
section, Sergeant Aspirant
Vitézslav Grinbaum,

was killed in this village.

Dne 3. zari 1939 zridil polsky prezident Ignaczy
Moscicki Legion cesky a slovensky. Ndstup
jednotky v Malych Bronovicich. Vpravo velitel
legionu, podplukovnik Ludvik Svoboda.

On 3 September 1939, the Polish President
Ignaczy Moscicki established the Czech and
Slovak Legion. The first location of the unit

was a military camp in Bronowice Mate. On the
right the commander of the Legion, Lieutenant
Colonel Ludvik Svoboda.

Kresba némeckého koncentracniho tabora Zarzecze v Nisku od jeho byvalého vézné Lea Haase.

(Archiv mésta Ostravy)

A drawing of the German concentration camp Zarzecze in Nisko by its former prisoner Leo Haas.






ARMADA BOJUJICI

Prisahame pfi vSem, co jest nam svato, a v plné shodé se svym
svédomim a presvédcenim, ze budeme poslusni presidenta a vla-
dy republiky Ceskoslovenské a v&ech svych veliteld, presidentem
a vlddou ustanovenych; pfisahdme, Zze budeme bez odmluvy plniti
jejich nafizeni vzdy a vSude, i v nebezpedi, bez vahani a odporu, ze
svych vojsk neopustime, ale i Zivoty své ochotné déame na ochranu
vlasti a za jeji svobodu; prisahdme, ze budeme druh druha milovati,
k sobé vérné stati, v nebezpeci se neopoustéti, ale az do konce se
braniti tak, jak nam k&ze muzna cest a védomi povinnosti ob&an-
skych. Tak prisahdme!

Prisaha prislusnikd ¢eskoslovenské armddy v letech 1919-1939

Morélni zaklady ceskoslovenské armady postavené na legionar-
skych tradicich nezlomil v zafi 1938 potupny mnichovsky diktat ani
v bfeznu 1939 némeckd okupace zbytku ceskych zemi. Stale se
zapomind na unikatni fakt: tehdy na ¢as sice zanikl ceskoslovensky
stat - nikoliv v&ak jeho armada! Selhali ¢etni evropsti a ceskoslo-
vensti politici — nikoliv v3ak vojaci!

AN ARMY FIGHTING

We swear by all that is sacred to us, and in full accord with our
conscience and conviction, that we will obey the President and Go-
vernment of the Czechoslovak Republic and all our commanders
appointed by the President and Government; we swear that we
will obey their orders at all times and in all places, even in danger,
without hesitation or resistance, that we will not abandon our
troops, but will willingly give our lives for the protection of our
country and its freedom; we swear that we will love one another,
stand faithfully by one another, not abandon one another in dan-
ger, but defend ourselves to the end, as manly honour and the
consciousness of our civic duties command us. So we swear!

The oath of the Czechoslovak Army between 1919 and 1939

The moral foundations of the Czechoslovak Army, built on legionary
traditions, were not broken by the disgraceful Munich dictate in
September 1938 or by the German occupation of the rest of the
Czech lands in March 1939. A unique fact tends to be forgotten:
Czechoslovakia ceased to exist for some time but not its army. Nu-
merous European and Czechoslovak politicians failed but not the
soldiers!



TABORY GULAGU

Systém koncentracnich a ndpravné-pracovnich tdborl zacal v Sovétském svazu vzni-
kat od roku 1919 a nejvétsi rozmach zazil za Stalinovy hrizovlddy. Tébory spravovalo
zvlastni oddéleni tajné policie a Ministerstva vnitra SSSR, urc¢ené pro vyuziti fyzické
prace vézil, nazyvané od 30. let Hlavni sprava tdborl (Glavnoe Upravlenie LAGerej,
GULAG). Kromé kriminalnikd ¢i recidivistd tvofili velkou ¢ast vézid tabord GULAGu zce-
la nevinni lidé zavreni z nejriznéjsich politickych dlvodd na zakladé smysSlenek, pouhé
narodnostni prislusnosti nebo dokonce i bez zjevné pficiny. Paoliti¢ti vézni v tdborech tr-
péli nejvice, nebot kromé brutdlnich podminek tézké prace a zvile dozorcl byli vystave-
ni téz teroru ze strany krimindlnich véznd. Celkovy pocet véznl tdborld GULAGu historici
odhaduji na 15-18 milionl, z nichz nejméné 1,5 milionu pobyt v tdborech neprezilo.
Obétmi sovétskych koncentracnich tdbord nebyly pouze narody SSSR, ale i obc¢ané
dalgich zemi - Cechoslovaci, Polaci, Madari, Francouzi, Ameri¢ané a dalsi.

Obrovska sit taborl rozmisténa po celém Gzemi SSSR ¢itala témér 500 tadborovych
sprav, pod néz spadaly desitky az stovky jednotlivych tabord (jejich celkovy pocet se
odhaduje az na 30000). Otrocka prace vézid byla vyuZivana na tézbu dreva, praci
v dolech ¢i na rdznych gigantickych stavbach (Bélomorsky kanal, prehrady, silnice, Ze-
lezni¢ni trati).

The system of concentration and correctional labour camps began to emerge in the
Soviet Union in 1919 and was at its height during Stalin’s reign of terror. The camps
were administered by a special department of the secret police and the USSR Mini-
stry of the Interior, designed to make use of the physical labour of prisoners, called
from the 1930s onwards the Glavnoe Upravlenie LAGerei (The Main Administration
of the Camps, abbreviated as GULAG). Apart from criminals and recidivists, a large
proportion of the GULAG prisoners were completely innocent people who had been
imprisoned for various political reasons, on the basis of fabrications, mere nationa-
lity, and even for no apparent reason. The political prisoners in the camps suffered
the most because, in addition to the brutal conditions of hard labour and the arbitra-
riness of the guards, they were also subjected to terror by criminal prisoners. Histo-
rians estimate the total number of prisoners in the GULAG camps at 15-18 million,
of whom at least 1.5 million did not survive. The victims of the Soviet concentration
camps were not only the people of the USSR, but also citizens of other countries -
Czechoslovaks, Poles, Hungarians, French, Americans and others.

The vast network of camps spread across the entire territory of the USSR and con-
sisted of almost 500 camp administrations, each containing dozens to hundreds of
individual camps (the total number of camps is estimated at up to 30,000). The slave
labour of the prisoners was used for logging, working in mines or on various large con-
struction projects (the White Sea-Baltic Canal, dams, roads, railways).
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Jeden z pobocnych tabord
UchtiZemlagu obklopeny
ropnymi véZemi

One of the Ukhtizhemlag
branch camps surrounded
by oil towers

T ey i g 1
o St

Pohled na tranzitni tdbor
spadajici pod Stavbu 213
Odboru nédmornich staveb
GULAG v Nachodce nedalko
Vladivostoku. Odtud odjiZdély
transportni lodé na Kolymu.
A view of the transit camp
belonging to the Construction
No. 213 of the GULAG Naval
Construction Department at
Nakhodka, near Vladivostok.
From here the transport ships
left for Kolyma.

Vstupni bréna do
jednoho z tabord
SvezZeldorlagu
Entrance gate

to one of the
camps of the
Svezheldorlag
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Pokladani

koleji nedaleko
pobocného tabora
SevzZerdorlagu ¢. 4
Laying tracks near
the Sevzherdorlag
branch camp No. 4

Kadceni dreva patrilo spolu

s vykopovymi a dilnimi pracemi,
odklizenim snéhu a budovanim
komunikaci k nej¢astéjsim akolim
Véziil tdbord GULAGu. Na fotce
lesni brigdda sklddajici kmeny na
Soloveckych ostrovech.

Cutting wood was one of the
most frequent tasks of GULAG
prisoners, along with excavation
and mining works, snow removal,
and building roads. On the photo is
the forest brigade cutting logs on
the Solovetsky Islands.

Zeny pracujici na stavbé
spadajici pod tabor
Bezymjanlag

Women working on

a construction site belonging
to the Bezymjanlag camp
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Opis dopisu RusinG ¢s. vyslanci v Moskvé Zderiku Fierlingerovi z 1. dubna 1942 a prehled
poctd ceskoslovenskych obéani v sovétskych véznicich a koncentraénich tdborech, o kterych
méla &s. vojenskd mise v SSSR informace k cervnu 1942.

A copy of a letter from the Ruthenians to the Czechoslovak envoy in Moscow, Zdenék Fierlinger,
dated 1 April 1942, and a list of the number of Czechoslovak citizens in Soviet prisons and

concentration camps of which the Czechoslovak military mission in the USSR was informed as
of June 1942.
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BUZULUK

Meésto na Fece Samara v zdpadni ¢asti Orenburské
oblasti v Rusku, ve kterém dnes Zije priblizné 86000
obyvatel. Buzuluk byl zaloZen roku 1736 coby jedna
z pevnosti pfi expanzi ruského impéria na vychod.
Po ztraté vyznamu pevnosti v regionu se Buzuluk
vyvinul v béZzné mésto, kterému tento status dala
vroce 1781 v ramci svych reforem carevna Katerina
Velikd. Rychly rozvoj mésta zajistilo v roce 1877 do-
konceni vystavby zeleznice mezi Orenburgem a Sa-
marou. Diky tomu se ve mésté zacal silné vyvijet
obchod s obilim. V dobé ruské obcanské valky zde
v roce 1918 svedly ceskoslovenskeé legie vitéznou bitvu s bolSeviky a tzv. internaciona-
listy z fad némeckych a madarskych vale¢nych zajatcd. Patrné nejzndméjsim roddkem
z Buzuluku je sovétsky marsal Alexandr llji¢ Jegorov, ktery v&ak byl jiz v Gnoru 1939
v ramci stalinskych cistek zavrazdén ve své cele. Za zminku stoji i fakt, ze 14. zari 1954
byla v blizkém okoli mésta testovana jaderna bomba o sile 40 kilotun bez pFedchoziho
varovani a evakuace civilistd, ktefi se kvali tomu i se svymi potomky potykali dlouho se
zdravotnimi nasledky.

BUZULUK

A city on the Samara River in the western part of Orenburg Oblast, Russia, with a po-
pulation of approximately 86,000 today. Buzuluk was founded in 1736 as one of the
fortresses during the expansion of the Russian Empire to the east. After the fortre-
sses in the region lost its importance, Buzuluk developed into a regular town and was
granted this status in 1781 as part of the reforms implemented by Tsarina Catherine
the Great. The rapid development of the town was helped by the completion of the
construction of the railway between Orenburg and Samara in 1877. As a result, the
grain trade began to develop strongly in the town. In 1918, during the Russian Civil
War, the Czechoslovak legions fought a victorious battle against the Bolsheviks and
the internationalists made up of German and Hungarian prisoners of war. Probably the
most famous native of Buzuluk is Soviet Marshal Alexander Ilyich Yegorov, who was
murdered in his cell in February 1939 during Stalin’s purges. It is also worth mentioning
that on 14 September 1954, a 40 kiloton nuclear bomb was tested in the vicinity of
the town without prior warning, and without the civilians, who along with their descen-
dants, struggled for a long time with health consequences, being evacuated.
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SOVETSKE ZAJETI A CESKOSLOVENSKA
VOJENSKA MISE V SSSR

V poloviné fijna 1939 byli ¢eskoslovensti vojaci presunuti do nevyhovujicitho tabora
NKVD Olchovce. Situace se nezlepsila ani po daldim presunu do Jarmolincl. V bieznu
1940 se pripojila dalsi skupina, ubytovana do té doby v Ceském Kvasilové. V&ichni se
presunuli do Oranek, v &ervnu byli prest&hovani do Bogoljubova a potom Suzdalu. Ces-
koslovenské exilové diplomacii se podafilo dosadhnout toho, Ze internovani postupné
odjizdéli ze SSSR transporty na Stfedni vychod. Celkem bylo takto odsunuto 652 osob.
Posledni transport odjel 21. kvétna 1941.

Vyznamnym organem exilového Ministerstva ndrodni obrany v Londyné se stala ¢s. vo-
jenskd mise v Moskvé pod vedenim zkuSeného vojenského diplomata plukovnika He-
liodora Piky. Jeji prvni skupina dorazila do Sovétského svazu v dubnu 1941 a tajné zde
plsobila az do prepadeni zemé Némeckem 22. ¢ervna 1941. Prvnim Ukolem mise byla
zpravodajska spoluprace se sovétskou stranou. Jiz 18. Cervence byla podepsana dohoda
o obnoveni diplomatickych stykd a vytvoreni ¢s. vojenskych jednotek na Gzemi SSSR. Dal-
Si dohoda z 27. zafi urcila za misto organizace ¢eskoslovenské jednotky mésto Buzuluk.
Kdyz se némecka vojska pfiblizila k Moskveé, byla ¢s. vojenska mise zacatkem fijna 1941
evakuovana z Moskvy do povolzského mésta KujbySeva (Samary), kam prenesla své
sidlo i vldda SSSR a vsechny zastupitelské Gfady. Mise disponovala radiovym spojenim
s Londynem a ¢s. expoziturami v Istanbulu, Jeruzalému a Teheranu. Také zbyvajicich
osmdesat osm internovanych vojakd Cs. legionu bylo 11. listopadu 1941 presunuto ze
Suzdalu zpét do Oranek. Tato ,Oranska skupina” se pak stala v tnoru 1942 zakladem
¢s. vojenské jednotky v Sovétském svazu v Buzuluku.




SOVIET CAPTIVITY AND THE CZECHOSLOVAK
MILITARY MISSION IN THE USSR

In mid-October 1939, the Czechoslovak soldiers were moved to the unsuitable NKVD
camp Olkhovka. The situation did not improve after another transfer to Yarmolyntsi.
In March 1940, another group joined them, which had to then been accommodated in
Cesky Kvasilov. They all moved to Oranki, and in June, they were moved to Bogolyu-
bov, and then Suzdal. Czechoslovak exile diplomacy succeeded in getting the internees
permission to leave the USSR gradually by transport to the Middle East. A total of 652
persons were evacuated in this way. The last transport left on 21 May 1941.

The Czechoslovak Military Mission in Moscow under the leadership of the experienced
military diplomat Colonel Heliodor Pika became an important body of the exiled Mini-
stry of National Defence in London. Its first group arrived in the Soviet Union in April
1941 and operated there secretly until the German invasion of the country on 22 June
1941. The first task of the mission was sharing intelligence with the Soviets. As early
as 18 July 1941, an agreement was signed on the restoration of diplomatic relation-
ships and the creation of Czechoslovak military units within the territory of the USSR.
Another agreement of 27 September 1941 designated the town of Buzuluk as the
place where the Czechoslovak unit would organise.

When the German troops approached Moscow, the Czechoslovak military mission was
evacuated from Moscow to the town of Kuybyshev (Samara) in early October 1941,
where the USSR government and all its embassies moved their headquarters. The
mission had radio communication with London and the Czechoslovak expositions in
Istanbul, Jerusalem and Tehran. Also, the remaining eighty-eight interned soldiers of
the Czechoslovak Legion were moved from Suzdal back to Oranki on 11 November
1941. This “Oranki group” then became the basis of the Czechoslovak military unit in
the Soviet Union in Buzuluk in February 1942.




ZROD NOVE CESKOSLOVENSKE
VOJENSKE SKUPINY

Podplukovnik Ludvik Svoboda odjel do Buzuluku 10. prosince 1941 a prevzal prvni
tfi ubytovaci objekty. V sobotu 17. ledna 1942 sovétsky tisk a rozhlas oznamily, ze
Cechoslovaci v Sovétském svazu maji moznost vstoupit do ¢eskoslovenské jednotky.
Nejvétsi hodnotu méla tato zprava pro ty, ktefi tehdy Zivorili ve stalinskych lagrech. Ve
¢tvrtek 5. Unora pfijela do Buzuluku v po¢tu 88 muz( ,Oranska skupina” coby velitelsky
a instruktorsky kadr pro budovani ceskoslovenské vojenské jednotky v SSSR. Dva dny
poté zacala v Buzuluku pracovat prijimaci a odvodni komise. K 10. dubnu 1942 bylo
v Buzuluku 624 dobrovolnikd, z nichZ bylo 295 Cech@ (z nich 110 pFiglo riiznymi cesta-
mi z okupované vlasti, 43 Zilo pred valkou v polské Volyni a 142 v Sovétském svazu),
286 Zidt (z nich se 41 vyslovné hlasilo k Zidovské narodnosti, 188 udévalo eskou
narodnost, 40 slovenskou, 6 némeckou a 11 madarskou), 21 Slovakd, 19 Rusind a tfi
Madafi. Poprvé v historii nasi armady byly pfijimaci @ odvodni komisi odvadény i Zeny.
Jednotka byla vystrojena britskymi battledressy a pfilbami. Zakladni vojensky vycvik
zapocal v breznu 1942. Zahy ale musel byt na dva tydny prerusen kvili nutnosti zajistit
drfivi na otop, zhotoveni prycen pro muzstvo a tyfové epidemii. Brzy po jeho znovuza-
hajeni byly zfizeny kurzy pro odstrelovace, Zenisty, zdravotniky a radisty. V poloviné
dubna zacala v Buzuluku plsobit i poddUstojnickd Skola a také Skola pro ddstojniky
v zaloze.

Lieutenant Colonel Ludvik Svoboda left for Buzuluk on 10 December 1941 and took
over the first three accommodation buildings. On Saturday, 17 January 1942, the So-
viet press and radio announced that Czechoslovaks in the Soviet Union had the op-
portunity to join the Czechoslovak troops. This news was of greatest value to those
who were then barely surviving in Stalin’s camps. On Thursday, 5 February, the “Oranki
Group” arrived in Buzuluk with 88 men as a command and instruction staff to set up
a Czechoslovak military unit in the USSR. Two days later the recruitment and con-
scription committee began its work in Buzuluk. As of 10 April 1942, there were 624
volunteers in Buzuluk, of whom 295 were Czechs (110 of whom had come from the
occupied homeland by various routes, 43 had lived in the Polish Volhynia before the
war, and 142 in the Soviet Union), 286 Jews (of whom 41 explicitly claimed Jewish
nationality, 188 claimed Czech nationality, 40 Slovak, 6 German, and 11 Hungarian),
21 Slovaks, 19 Ruthenians, and 3 Hungarians. For the first time in the history of the
Czechoslovak Army, women were also drafted by the enlistment and conscription
committee.
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The unit was equipped with British battledresses and helmets. Basic military training
began in March 1942. However, it soon had to be interrupted for two weeks due to the
need to provide firewood, make plank beds for the men and deal with a typhus epide-
mic. Soon after its restart, courses for snipers, engineers, medics and radio operators
were set up. In mid-April, 8 non-commissioned officers’ school also began operating in
Buzuluk, as well as a school for reserve officers.

Nadporuéici Miroslav Smoldas a Jaroslav Léhrer (kryci jméno Jaroslav Lom)
na prdci v internacnim tdbore v Suzdalu

Senior lieutenants Miroslav Smoldas and Jaroslav Léhrer (nomme de guerre
Jaroslav Lom) at work in the internment camp in Suzdal
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Vztycovadni ceskoslovenské stdtni viajky v zajeti v Suzdalu
Raising the Czechoslovak national flag in Soviet POW camp in Suzdal

Prvni &s. dobrovolnici v Buzuluku na pocatku roku 1942
First Czechoslovak volunteers in Buzuluk at the beginning of 1942
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Plukovnik Generdlniho stabu Heliodor Pika
3.7.1897 - 21. 6. 1949

Ndcelnik ¢eskoslovenské vojenské mise v SSSR pochdzel ze Stitiny u Opavy. Za prvni svétové vdlky zbéhl
z rakousko-uherské armddy a vstoupil do ceskoslovenské brigddy v Rusku, odkud v roce 1917 odejel
k ¢s. jednotkdm do Francie. Po vdlce postupné pisobil jako instruktor vojenské akademie, poboénik
ndcelnika Hlavniho stdbu a vojensky pridélenec v Rumunsku a Turecku.

Za druhé svétové vdlky se pripojil k zahrani¢nimu odboji a od roku 1941 byl ndcelnikem ceskoslovenské
vojenské mise v SSSR. Svym usilim vyprostit krajany z hriz tabori GULAGu zachranil tisice lidskych Zivo-
td, ale stal se také nepohodinym svédkem zloc¢inG komunismu.

V roce 1945 byl povysen do hodnosti divizniho generdla, po komunistickém prevratu v roce 1948 byl zatcen
a po zinscenovaném procesu v roce 1949 se stal obéti justicni vraZdy.

Na snimku v Iété 1942 v Kujbysevé (Samara), kam byla ¢s. vojenskd mise evakuovdna z Moskvy.

The chief of the Czechoslovak military mission in the USSR came from Stitina near Opava. During the First
World War he defected from the Austro-Hungarian army and joined the Czechoslovak brigade in Russia, from
where he left in 1917 to join the Czechoslovak troops in France. After the war, he served as an instructor at
the military academy, an aide to the Chief of the General Staff and a military attaché in Romania and Turkey.
During the Second World War he joined the foreign resistance and from 1941 he was chief of the Czechoslovak
military mission in the USSR. His efforts to rescue his countrymen from the horrors of the GULAG camps saved
thousands of lives, but he also became an inconvenient witness to the crimes of Communism.

Promoted to the rank of division general in 1945, he was arrested after the Communist takeover in 1948 and
became a victim of judicial murder after a staged trial in 1949.

Pictured in the summer of 1942 in Kuybyshev (Samara), where the Czechoslovak military mission was eva-
cuated from Moscow.
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Otakar Jaros v Zelezni¢nim vagoné
v SSSR v roce 1940 (FOTO: Autor
nezndmy, sbirka Vladimira Remese)
Otakar Jaros in a railway car

in USSR in 1940



OTAKAR JAROS

*1.srpna 1912 Louny

+ 8. brfezna 1943 Sokolovo

Syn Zeleznicére, aktivni skaut a sportovec, se po maturité na elektrotechnické skole
béhem vojenskeé sluzby u telegrafniho praporu 3 v Trnaveé po absolvovani Skoly pro bu-
douci zalozni distojniky prihlasil na vojenskou akademii, kterou v srpnu 1937 Gspésné
ukon¢il v hodnosti porutika telegrafniho vojska. Po okupaci zbytku Cesko-Slovenska
kratce pracoval jako UFednik na posté v Nachodég, na treti pokus se v |été 1939 dostal
ilegalné do Polska, kde vstoupil do ¢s. legionu, se kterym se po poradzce Polska dostal
do sovétské internace. V lednu 1941 byl poslan do Moskvy jako radista a pocitalo se
s nim pro vysazeni v okupované vlasti.

Nakonec se stal zdhy po vzniku Ceskoslovenské jednotky v Buzuluku velitelem vycvi-
kové 1. roty. Jako zastdnce demokratickych ideald Masarykovy republiky tézce nesl
intriky komunistd v jednotce. Po odchodu na frontu se stal velitelem obrany Sokolova,
kde v boji v hodnosti nadporucika hrdinsky padl. Jako prvni cizinec byl in memaoriam
vyznamenan titulem Hrdina Sovétského svazu.

*1 August 1912, Louny

t 8 March 1943, Sokolovo

The son of a railwayman, an active boy scout and athlete, after graduating from an
electrical engineering school during his military service with the Third Telegraph Batta-
lion in Trnava, he enrolled at the military academy for future reserve officers. He suc-
cessfully completed it in August 1937 with the rank of lieutenant in the telegraph corps.
After the occupation of the remaining part of Czechoslovakia, he briefly worked as
a clerk at the post office in Nachod, and on his third attempt he illegally entered Poland
in the summer of 1939, where he joined the Czechoslovak Legion, and was interned
by the Soviets after the defeat of Poland. In January 1941, he was sent to Moscow as
a radio operator and was tasked with posting in the occupied homeland.

Eventually, soon after the formation of the Czechoslovak unit in Buzuluk, he became
commander of the 1st training company. As a supporter of the democratic ideals of
Masaryk’s republic, he was severely troubled by the intrigues of the communists in the
unit. After leaving for the front, he became commander of the defence in Sokolovo,
where he was heroically killed in battle with the rank of lieutenant. He was the first
foreigner to be awarded the title Hero of the Soviet Union in memoriam.
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PEKLO PROTEKTORAT

Vzor Masarykovych legii ved| jiz zdhy po nacistické okupaci ¢eskych zemi mnoho vojakd
k tomu, aby spontdnné i organizované opustili okupovanou vlast a hledali prilezitost
k boji s virou, Ze opét v zahrani¢i vzniknou ¢eskoslovenské jednotky dobrovolnikd jako
v letech 1. svétové valky. Za sebou nechavali okupacni temnotu protektoratni reality
nekonecnych vyhr@izek, zédkaz( a represi s plakdty o popravéch téch, ktefi se odmitali
pokofit...

THE PROTECTORATE INFERNO

Soon after the Nazi occupation of the Czech lands, the example of Masaryk’s legions
from the Great War times led many soldiers to leave their occupied homeland spon-
taneously and in an organized manner,
looking for an opportunity to fight with
the belief that Czechoslovak volunteer
units would be formed abroad again as
they had been during the Great War. They
were leaving the occupation darkness of
the Protectorate reality of endless threats,
bans and repression with posters of exe-
cutions of those who refused to humble
themselves...

Deutschland siegt

auf allen Fronten!

Némecko vitézi
IvPrazese | na viech frontach!
jezdi nyni jen
VPRAVO!
In Prag wird
RECHTS

gefahren!
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SOKOLOVO

Ukrajinska obec Cokonose (rusky Cokonoso) leZi
v Cuhujivském rajonu v Charkovské oblasti. Prvni pi-
semna zminka o ni pochazi z roku 1660. Vesnice,
ve které dnes Zije asi 1500 obyvatel, lezi na levém
brehu reky Mzy, nad soutokem s BolSajou Vilovkou.
&‘ f Meandrujici koryto vytvafi mnoho ramen a bazina-
ta jezera, napf. Koloda, Chvorostanoje a Komarova

Jama. Na protéjSim brehu lezi obec Mirgorody, v je-

hoz blizkosti bylo v bFfeznu 1943 pfi bojich o Char-

N kov velitelstvi 1. &s. samostatného polniho praporu

v SSSR. V obci je pomnik ¢eskoslovenskych vojéka

a malé muzeum, prfipominajici udalosti v roce 1943. O jednatficet let pozdéji zde
rezisér Otakar Vavra natocil v ceskoslovensko-soveétské produkci dvoudilny nakladny
vale¢ny velkofilm Sokolovo s Martinem Sté&pankem v hlavni roli nadporu¢ika Otakara
JaroSe. Prestoze se film mél vyuZivat pfedevsim jednoznacné ideologicky mezi mla-
deZi, po odchodu Martina St&panka do emigrace v roce 1981 prestal byt promitan.
V soucasné dobé se pfipravuje rozsahla revitalizace muzejni expozice i pietnich mist.

SOKOLOVO

The Ukrainian village of Cokonose (in Russian Cokonoso) lies in the Chuhuivsky district
of the Kharkiv region. The first written mention of it dates back to 1660. The village,
which today has about 1,500 inhabitants, lies on the left bank of the Mzha River, abo-
ve the confluence with the Bolshaya Vilovka. The meandering riverbed is formed by
many branches and marshy lakes, such as Koloda, Chvorostanoje and Komarova Jama.
On the opposite bank lies the village of Mirgorody, near which the headquarters of
the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Field Battalion in the USSR was located during the
battle of Kharkov in March 1943. There is a monument to Czechoslovak soldiers and
a small museum commemorating the events of 1943 in the village. Thirty-one years
later, director Otakar Vavra made a two-part, expensive war film here called Sokolovo,
starring Martin Stépanek as Lieutenant Otakar Jaros in a Czechoslovak-Soviet producti-
on. Although the film was intended to be used primarily for explicitly ideological pur-
poses among the youth, it ceased to be screened after Martin St&panek’s emigration
in 1981. Currently, a large-scale revitalisation of the museum exhibition and memorial
sites is being prepared.
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TRETI BITVA O CHARKOV

V prabéhu druhé svétové valky doslo k celkem ¢tyrem bitvédm o vychodoukrajinské més-
to Charkov. V pribéhu operace Barbarossa Némci Charkov dobyli 20. az 24. fijna 1941.
Druhd bitva o Charkov probéhla 12. az 28. kvétna 1942, kdy se mésto Ruda armada
neuspésné pokusila osvobodit. Ke Treti bitvé o Charkov se zacalo schylovat v prvnich
meésicich roku 1943.

Vychodni fronta byla v zimé 1942-1943 v pohybu. Ruda armada dokoncila v lednu
likvidaci Stalingradského kotle a v operaci Saturn postupovala na zapad. Némci, kte-
rym hrozilo obkliceni v mnohonasobné vétsim rozsahu nez u Stalingraduy, se stahovali
z Kavkazu a z Kubdné. Ruda armada 16. unora 1943 dobyla Charkov a postupovala
dale na jihovychod, na Ukrajinu, ve sméru na Zaporozi. Némecky polni marsal Erich
von Manstein zahgjil 18. Gnora protidtok a 15. bfezna opét Charkov obsadil. Mezi tyto
gigantické mlynské kameny se dostal i ceskoslovensky 1. polni prapor. Definitivné Char-
kov osvobodila Ruda armada 23. srpna 1943.

THE THIRD BATTLE OF KHARKOQOV

During World War I, there were four battles for the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkov.
During Operation Barbarossa, the Germans captured Kharkov in a battle lasting from
20 to 24 October 1941. The second battle of Kharkov took place on 12 to 28 May
1942, when the Red Army unsuccessfully attempted to liberate the city. The third
battle of Kharkov started in the early months of 1943.

The Eastern Front was on the move in the winter of 1942-1943. The Red Army com-
pleted the destruction of the Stalingrad pocket in January, and advanced westward in
Operation Saturn. The Germans, threatened with encirclement on a scale many times
greater than at Stalingrad, were withdrawing from the Caucasus and Kuban. The Red
Army captured Kharkov on 16 February 1943 and advanced further southeast, into
Ukraine, in the direction of Zaporozhye. German Field Marshal Erich von Manstein laun-
ched a counterattack on 18 February and retook Kharkov on 15 March. The 1st Cze-
choslovak Independent Field
Battalion was found in
between. Kharkiv was finally
liberated by the Red Army
on 23 August 1943.

Némecké tanky skupiny armdd Jih
pri postupu na Charkov

German tanks of Army Group South
advancing on Kharkov
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Sovétské tanky T-34 v ulicich osvobozeného Charkova 18. dnora 1943
Soviet T-34 tanks in the streets of liberated Kharkov on 18 February 1943

Snimek z postupu tankové divize SS ,,Das Reich” na Charkov na poédtku biezna 1943 zachycuje klimatické
podminky v dobé boje o Sokolovo.

A picture from the advance of the SS Panzer Division “Das Reich”

on Kharkov in early March 1943 shows the climatic conditions

at the time of the battle for Sokolovo.
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Velitel sovétské 3. tankové armddy generdlporucik G. S. Rybalko mezi svymi tankisty u Charkova
v dnoru 1943

The commander of the Soviet 3rd Tank Army, Lieutenant General G. S. Rybalko, among his tankers
near Kharkov in February 1943

Sovétsky postup —
na ZdporoZi a némecky

protiatok v dnoru 1943.

Legenda: Sovétské jednotky:

A - armdda

TA - tankovd armdda

Némecké jednotky:

PzA - tankovd armdda weabtsilung
Pz.K. - tankovy sbor Kempt
55-PzK - tankovy sbor SS

ID - pési divize

PzD - tankova divize

LSSAH, 55-,Jméno” - divize SS

GD - divize Grossdeutschland sresgruppe Sod
The Soviet advance on Zaporozhye

and the German counterattack q"’-
in February 1943. Legend:

Soviet units: ~
A - Army A——- v
TA - tank army Siace | Tygl
German units: PzA 15 £
PzA - panzer army LI PR XXXXVIN, Pz.K. B o

Pz.K. - tank corps TEET ), e H
55-PzK - SS Panzer Corps Armesabteilung

ID - Infantry Division \ Hallidt

PzD - Panzer Division

LSSAH, SS-"Name” - SS division

GD - Grossdeutschland Division

JIHOZAPADNI
£5-"Das Reich” . FRONT

&P TTPID

S5 Wiking~ XL. Pz.K.
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ODJEZD NA FRONTU U SOKOLOVA

Presun 1. ¢s. samostatného polniho praporu v SSSR k frontové linii byl v zimnich pod-
minkdch daného regionu extrémni zkouskou fyzickych sil i mordlky &s. vojakd. Ze sta-
nice Valujky, kde koncil jejich prfesun z Buzuluku po Zelezni¢ni trati, pochodovala ces-
koslovenska jednotka ve dnech od 20. Gnora do 1. bfezna 1943 za nesmirné tézkych
povétrnostnich podminek 350 km ve snéhu, mrazu a vanicich denné 10-16 hodin.
Namisto odpocinku byl ¢eskoslovensky 1. polni prapor jiz v noci na 2. brezna 1943
odeslan na zalozni obranné postaveni na fece Mza jizné od Charkova a podrfizen sovét-
ské 25. strelecké divizi. Pravé kfidlo praporu v Mirgorodu obsadila 3. rota, levé kfidlo
v Artuchovce 2. rota a vysunuté postaveni uprostied sestavy, v obci Sokolovo na jiznim
brehu Feky Mza, obsadila zesilena 1. rota pod velenim nadporucika Otakara Jarose po-
silend jednou cetou 2. roty.

Vojaci praporu s pomoci mistniho obyvatelstva kopali zdkopy a budovali polni opevné-
ni. Prvni bojovy kontakt s Némci postupujicimi od jihu prodélali 7. bfezna 1943. Podle
dochovanych vzpominek to pro ¢s. vojaky mélo zvlasté symbolicky vyznam, protoze si
tak prvnim bojem pfipomnéli vyro&i narozenf prvniho prezidenta CSR, Toma3e Garrigue
Masaryka. Také nasledujici den byl v dé&jinach prvniho Ceskoslovenského odboje vyznac-
ny. Ve dnech 8. aZ 13. bfezna 1918 vybojoval Ceskoslovensky strelecky sbor vitéznou
bitvu proti némecké armadé u Bachmace, a také toto vyro¢i si Cechoslovaci u Sokolova
pripominali.

The movement of the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Field Battalion in the USSR to
the front line was an extreme test of the physical strength and morale of the Czecho-
slovak soldiers in the winter conditions of the region. From the Valuyki station, where
their movement from Buzuluk along the railway line ended, the Czechoslovak unit
marched 350 km in snow, frost and blizzards for 10 to 16 hours a day from 20 Februa-
ry to 1 March 1943 under extremely difficult weather conditions.

Instead of resting, the Czechoslovak 1st Field Battalion was sent to a reserve defen-
sive position on the Mzha River, south of Kharkov, and was subordinated to the Soviet
25th Rifle Division during the night of 2 March 1943. The right flank of the battalion
at Mirgorod was occupied by the 3rd Company, the left flank at Artyuchovka by the
2nd Company, and the advanced position in the middle of the formation, in the village
of Sokolovo on the south bank of the Mzha River, was occupied by a reinforced 1st
Company, under the command of Lieutenant Otakar Jaros, reinforced by one platoon
of the 2nd Company.
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The soldiers of the battalion, with the help of the local population, dug trenches and
built field fortifications. They had their first combat contact with the Germans advancing
from the south on 7 March 1943. According to the surviving memories, this was parti-
cularly symbolic for the Czechoslovak soldiers, as it was the first battle to commemo-
rate the anniversary of the birth of the first Czechoslovak president, Tomas Garrigue
Masaryk. The following day was also significant in the history of the first Czechoslo-
vak resistance. Between 8 and 13 March 1918, the Czechoslovak Rifle Corps fought
a victorious battle against the German army at Bakhmach, and the Czechoslovaks also
commemorated this anniversary at Sokolovo.

V Sokolovu byly rozmistény i oba 45mm protitankové kanony vzor 1937 és. 1. polniho praporu. llustracni
snimek ze zdvéreéného cviceni v Buzuluku v lednu 1943.

Model 1937 45mm anti-tank guns of the Czechoslovak 1st Field Battalion were also deployed in Sokolovo.
An illustrative photo from the final battle exercise in Buzuluk in January 1943.
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Velitel 1. praporu nadporucik Otakar Jaros své velitelské stanovisté umistil v Uspenském kosteliku

v Sokolovu, v jehoZ véZi si zfidil pozorovatelnu. Snimek budovy z roku 1953.

The commander of the 1st Battalion, Lieutenant Commander Otakar Jaros, placed his command post

in Uspensky Church in Sokolovo, where he set up an observation post in the tower. A photograph of the
building from 1953.
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Dalsim protitankovym prostredkem v Sokolovu byly protitankové pusky PTRD-41. llustracni snimek
ze zdvérecného cviceni v Buzuluku v lednu 1943.

Another anti-tank weapon used in Sokolovo was the PTRD-41 anti-tank rifle. An illustrative photo from
the final battle exercise in Buzuluk in January 1943.

34



Boj o Sokolovo
The Battle
of Sokolovo
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Némecky letecky snimek
ze zdfi 1941. Stredem
snimku protékad reka Mza,
nad ni vpravo je Mirgorod,
vlevo Tim¢enkovo. Domy
podél komunikace v pravém
dolnim rohu snimku jiz
patii k Sokolovu. Snimek
samotného Sokolova se
bohuzel nedochoval.

A German aerial photograph
taken in September 1941.
The Mzha River flows
through the centre of the
photograph; above it on
the right is Mirgorod, on
the left Timchenkovo. The
houses along the road in
the lower right corner of
the photograph are part of
Sokolovo. Unfortunately,
no such photograph of
Sokolovo itself is known.




BOJ O SOKOLOVO

Protivnikem c¢eskoslovenskych vojakd 1. ¢s. samostatného polniho praporu byli némec-
ti vojaci 6. tankové divize z XXXXVIII. tankového sboru. Dne 7. bFezna se jeji levé kiidlo
vysunulo k Sokolovu, zatimco pravé kfidlo bylo védzano bojem v Taranovce. Némecti vo-
jaci byli poslednich nékolik tydn témér nepretrzité nasazeni v boji a nékteré jejich roty
byly vybity aZ na pouhych deset az patndct muzd. Problémy na komunikacich zacinalo
zpUsobovat i pocinajici tani. Dne 8. brezna divize zahdjila systematicky Utok na Sokolo-
vo. Priblizné ve 14 hodin pronikli prvni némecti vojaci |. praporu 114. pluku tankovych
granatnikd a obrnéné automobily 6. obrnéného prizkumného oddilu do Sokolova, kde
narazili na tvrdosijny odpor Cechoslovaka zesilené 1. roty.

Soustfedénému naporu byt oslabené 6. tankové divize nemohla zesilena 1. rota Celit
delSi dobu. Presto obec Némci obsadili az po naro¢nych bojich ddm od domu, do kte-
rého nasadili i plamenometné tanky. Nadporucik Otakar Jaros padl okolo paté hodiny
odpoledni v centru Sokolova, pfi kruhové obrané kostela, kde mél velitelské stanovisté
a v jehoz véZzi mél pozorovatelnu. Vecer a v noci se zbytky ¢s. obranct Sokolova stahly
na severni bfeh Mzi. Pocatek tani, po kterém se fFeka stala od 8. bFfezna neprekonatel-
nou protitankovou prekazkou, uchrdnil 1. polni prapor od naprostého zniceni.

The Czechoslovak soldiers of the First Czechoslovak Independent Field Battalion fought
the German soldiers of the 6th Tank Division of XLVIII Panzer Corps. On 7 March, its
left wing advanced to Sokolovo, while the right wing was bound by the fight in Tara-
novka. The German soldiers had been deployed almost continuously in combat for the
past several weeks, and some of their companies had been whittled down to only ten
to fifteen men. The incipient thaw was also beginning to cause problems on the roads.
On 8 March, the division launched a systematic attack on Sokolovo. At approximately
1400 hours, the first German soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 114th Panzer Grenadier Re-
giment, and armoured vehicles of the 6th Armoured Reconnaissance Troop penetrated
Sokolovo, where they encountered stubborn resistance from the Czechoslovaks of the
reinforced 1st Company.

The reinforced First Company could not face the concentrated pressure by the weake-
ned 6th Panzer Division for an extended time. Nevertheless, the Germans occupied
the village only after heavy house-to-house fighting, in which they also deployed fla-
me-throwing tanks. Lieutenant Commander Otakar Jaros was killed about 5 p.m. in
the centre of Sokolovo, during the circular defence of the church, where he had his
command post and in whose tower he had an observation post. In the evening and
at night, the remnants of the Czechoslovak defenders of Sokolovo withdrew to the
northern bank of the Mzha. The beginning of the thaw, after which the river became an
insurmountable anti-tank obstacle starting from 8 March, saved the 1st Field Battalion
from total destruction.
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Snimek ze zdvérecného cviceni 1. polniho praporu v Buzuluku v lednu 1943 pribliZuje vystroj
&s. vojdka v boji o Sokolovo.

A picture from the final exercise of the 1st Field Battalion in Buzuluk in January 1943 shows the
equipment of Czechoslovak soldiers in the battle for Sokolovo.

Minometnici
ceskoslovenského 1. polniho
praporu s 82mm minometem
vzor 1937. llustracni snimek
ze zdvérecného cviceni

v Buzuluku v lednu 1943.
Mortarmen of Czechoslovak
1st Field Battalion with

a Model 1937 82mm mortar.
An illustrative photo from the
final battle exercise in Buzuluk
in January 1943.
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Do boje o Sokolovo se zapdjil také Il. prapor 114. pluku tankovych grandtniki némecké 6. tankové divize
s pridélenou cetou Sesti plamenometnych tankd Pz Kpfw Ill (Fl). llustracni snimek

The 2nd battalion of the 114th Panzer Grenadier Regiment of the German 6th Panzer Division with an
assigned platoon of six Pz Kpfw Il (FI) flame-thrower tanks also joined the battle of Sokolovo.

An illustrative image

Pod prvnim z osmi sovétskych tankd, které jely na pomoc obrancim Sokolova, se prolomil led. llustracni
snimek z biezna 1943

The ice broke under the first of eight Soviet tanks that went to aid the defenders of Sokolovo. An illustrative
image from March 1943
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Némecka péchota v boji o osadu v zimé. Illustracni snimek
German infantry fighting for a settlement in winter. An illustrative image
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STAZENIi OD SOKOLOVA

Jesté 9. brezna na Sokolovo zaudtocily 2. a 3. rota, ovsem proti nékolikandsobné né-
mecké prevaze nemély Sanci a musely ustoupit za Mzu. O osudu bitvy vsak uz bylo roz-
hodnuto. Nékolik kilometrd déle na zapad ziskal Tankovy sbor SS prechody pres Mzu
a 14. brezna vstoupil do Charkova. Némecti vojaci v charkovské vojenské nemocnici
zastrelili 400 téZce zranénych vojdkd Rudé armdady a 10 vojakad ¢s. armady. Dalsich vice
nez 300 téZce ranénych vojadkd Rudé armady Némci upalili zazZiva.

Ceskoslovensky 1. polni prapor musel pied hrozicim obkli¢enim 13. bfezna ustoupit do
tylu, za feku Severni Donéc. Velitelstvi praporu dokazalo udrzet jednotku v obtiznych
podminkach pohromadé a zabrdnit panice. Pfestoze némecké tanky odrizly predpokla-
danou Gstupovou cestu, dokazal 1. polni prapor spofadané ustoupit do konce brezna
do obce Veseloje, kde byl umistén k nutnému odpocinku po bojovém nasazeni.

WITHDRAWAL FROM SOKOLOVO

On 9 March, Sokolovo was attacked by the Second and Third Companies; however,
they did not stand a chance against several times greater German superiority, and had
to retreat behind the Mzha. However, the fate of the battle had been decided. A few
kilometres further west, the SS Panzer Corps gained the Mzha crossings and entered
Kharkov on 14 March. German soldiers in the Kharkov military hospital shot 400
seriously wounded Red Army soldiers and 10 Czechoslovak soldiers. The Germans
burned alive more than 300 other seriously wounded Red Army soldiers.

The Czechoslovak 1st Field Battalion had to retreat to the rear, behind the North Do-
nets River, before the threat of encirclement on 13 March. The battalion command
managed to keep the unit together under these difficult conditions and prevent panic.
Although German tanks cut off the anticipated retreat route, the 1st Field Battalion
was able to retreat in an orderly manner by the end of March to the village of Veseloye,
where it remained to enjoy some essential rest after the combat deployment.

Dalsi atoky ¢&s. vojaki pres
zamrzlou MZu odrazila
némecka presila. llustracni
snimek ze zdvérecného cviceni
v Buzuluku v lednu 1943.
Further attacks by Czechoslovak
soldiers across the frozen
Mzha were repelled by German
superior numbers.

An illustrative photo from the
final battle exercise

in Buzuluk in January 1943.
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Prehled nepratelskych jednotek

Fundioge v prostoru Charkova ke 12. breznu 1943
\, e Jrend vypracovany zpravodajskym oddélenim
o ot stdbu némecké 11. tankové divize.
i LEER T}

Vpravo dole ,¢esky prapor”.

An overview of enemy units in the

Kharkov area as of 12 March 1943,
fﬁ"" prepared by the intelligence department

of the German 117th Panzer Division
headquarters. On the bottom right
“Czech Battalion”.

Jednotky Tankového sboru SS vstupuji
do dobytého Charkova.

SS Panzer Corps units enter captured
Kharkov.

Sovétsti vojdci v boji v centru Charkova
Soviet soldiers in battle in the centre of Kharkov

Némecky letecky snimek centra Charkova.

V pdsu zelené v levém hornim rohu snimku

se nachdzely budovy vojenské nemocnice,

kde esesdci v bfeznu 1943 zavrazdili stovky
zajatych pacienti véetné deseti Cechoslovdka.
A German aerial view of the centre of Kharkiv.
The buildings of the military hospital where the
SS murdered hundreds of captured patients,
including ten Czechoslovaks, in March 1943, are
located in the strip of green in the upper left
corner of the image.
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ZAJATCI OD SOKOLOVA
V PROTEKTORATU

V boji u Sokolova padlo do rukou nacistd kolem dvaceti, prevdzné zranénych, cesko-
slovenskych vojakl. Zajatci Zidovského plvodu byli povrazdéni, dalsi odvleceni do kon-
centracnich tdbord. Pét muz se nechalo ve snaze zachrénit si Zivot presvédcit nacisty,
aby se v protektoratu v rezii K. H. Franka zucastnili v Praze 30. zafi a 2. fijna 1943 tis-
kové konference. Dne 12. fijna 1943 se potom zajatci setkali se ,zdstupci pracujicich”,
kterym zodpovidali dotazy o pomeérech v SSSR. Jejich opakem byl vojin Josef Spacil,
ktery pad| do zajeti téZce zranény, ale na podzim roku 1943 se mu podafilo uprchnout
ze zajeti a vrétit se k ¢s. jednotce. Tento hrdina bohuzel padl v bojich na Slovensku
v brfeznu 1945.

Nacisté se snazili pétici ochotnych zajatc maximalné vyuzit, a vydali proto propagandi-
stickou publikaci H. Rolanda ,Véle¢ni zajatci vypovidaji”, ve které se snazili diskreditovat
1. ¢s. samostatny polni prapor jako ,zidobol3evickou” legii cynického Edvarda Benese.
Ceska vefejnost si v&ak rychle poslechem zakédzaného rozhlasového vysilani z Londyna
a Moskvy vytvorila zcela jiny obraz o jednotkach ceskoslovenské zahrani¢ni armady...

In the battle of Sokolovo, around twenty Czechoslovak soldiers, mostly wounded, were
taken captive by the Nazis. All Jewish prisoners were killed, while others were taken to
concentration camps. In an attempt to save their own lives, five men were persuaded
by the Nazis to attend Protectorate press conferences in Prague on 30 September and
2 October 1943. Then, on 12 October 1943, the prisoners met with “representatives
of the workers”, to whom they answered questions about conditions in the USSR.
Their antithesis was Private Josef Spacil, who was severely wounded when he was
taken captive, but he managed to escape and return to his Czechoslovak unit in the
autumn of 1943. Unfortunately, he was killed in a battle in Slovakia in March 1945.
The Nazis tried to make the most of the five willing prisoners of war, so they issued
propaganda publication by H. Roland entitled Prisoners of War Speak Out (Valecni za-
jatci vypovidaji), in which they tried to discredit the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Field
Battalion as the “Jewish-Bolshevik” legion of the cynical Edvard Benes. However, the
Czech public quickly formed a completely different opinion of the Czechoslovak foreign
army by listening to banned radio broadcasts from London and Moscow.
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4

Zleva: Vasil Maksimisinec, Imrich Kuric a Karel Egger (zavraZdény pozdéji v koncentracnim tdbore) hovoii
30. zari 1943 v Praze s novindfi.
From the left: Vasil Maksimisinec, Imrich Kuric and Karel Egger (later murdered in a concentration camp) talk

to journalists in Prague on 30 September 1943.

V protektordtni publikaci se
psalo i o snajperce , krdsné
Marii”, kterd nevahala
zabijet némecké vojaky

a byla za to chvdlena
londynskym rozhlasem. Tvdr
Marie Ljalkové vsak mohli
zvédavi Cesi poznat az po
pordZce nacistda...

The Protectorate publication
also mentioned sniper
“Beautiful Mary”, who did
not hesitate to kill German
soldiers and was praised for
it by London radio. However,
it was only after the defeat
of the Nazis that curious
Czechs could recognize the
face of Marie Ljalkova.
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Jiti Smolik v némecké uniformé 30. zdri 1943 béhem rozhovoru s protektordtnimi novindri
Jiri Smolik wearing a German uniform on 30 September 1943 during an interview with
Protectorate journalists

Vybrany protektordtni obcan pan
Zednik ze Zelenice u Slaného

v rozhovoru s Jifim Smolikem
Selected Protectorate citizen Zednik
from Zelenice

u Slaného talking to Jifi Smolik

870 des. SMOLIK Ji¥f, radiotelegrafista,ev.d.6ll.
Jako radictoleografista nacfnézal ge po celou dobu biltyvy o Sckolove
gc svou radicstanief na prudce ostPelované vE%i kostela. KdyE nc-
&bolské tu.nl? pronikly jiZ vesnief a kostel byl cbklifen, des. .
mol{k, nehledé na prudkou palbu, stdle setrvével u své rediosta=
nice a podival aileiité zprivy velitelstvi. Hla¥eni des. Smolfka .
byla ovana jedtd kﬂgi celd vesnice byla zapélene nopf.tan—
ky. Des. Smolfk padl uplné cbklifem, zabit vystfel: 1 z kanonu
tanku.

Jiri Smolik byl dlouho povaZovdn za mrtvého a byl in memoriam vyznamendn

i Ceskoslovenskym vdle¢nym kiizem 1939 a sovétskym Rddem rudého praporu.

Jifi Smolik was considered dead for a long time and was in memoriam awarded the Czechoslovak
War Cross 1939 and the Soviet Order of the Red Banner Medal.
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LUDVIK SVOBODA

* 25. listopadu 1895 Hroznatin, okr. Trebic

+20. zari 1979 Praha

Byvaly pfislusnik ¢s. legii v Rusku, G¢astnik bitvy u Zborova i bojl s bolseviky se do vlas-
ti vratil v hodnosti kapitdna. V roce 1921 se rozhodl pro kariéru distojnika z povoldni.
V kritickém roce 1938 plsobil v hodnosti podplukovnika u p&siho pluku 3 ,Jana Zizky
z Trocnova” v Kroméfizi, kde se po okupaci ¢eskych zemi nacisty podilel na budovani
Obrany naroda. Jiz v Cervnu 1939 vsak musel odejit ilegalné do Polska a po jeho poraz-
ce mél zasadni podil na vystavbé a vycviku ¢s. vojenskych jednotek v SSSR od polniho
praporu az po 1. ¢s. armadni sbor, v jehoz Cele stal od zafi 1944. V letech 1945-1950
zastaval funkci ministra narodni obrany. V Unoru 1948 nepodal demisi a svym rozka-
zem neutralizoval armadu. V roce 1952 byl zatcen a obvinén ze sabotaze vystav-
by ¢s. armady podle sovétského vzoru, ale na natlak sovétskych vojenskych mist byl
v roce 1954 ustanoven nacelnikem Vojenské akademie Klementa Gottwalda v Praze.
V roce 1959 odeSel do vysluzby a ve Vojenském historickém Ustavu se vénoval psani
paméti. V letech 1968-1975 byl prezidentem CSSR.

* 25 November 1895 Hroznatin, the district of Trebic

+ 20 September 1979 Prague

A former member of the Czechoslovak legions in Russia, a participant in the Battle of
Zborov and battles with the Bolsheviks, he returned to his homeland with the rank
of captain. In 1921, he decided to pursue a career as a professional officer. In the
critical year of 1938, he served as a lieutenant colonel in the 3rd Infantry Regiment
“Jan Zizka of Trocnov” in Kroméfiz, where he participated in the building of the illegal
Defence of the Nation after the occupation of the Czech lands by the Nazis. However,
in June 1939, he had to leave illegally for Poland, and after its defeat he played a major
role in the construction and training of Czechoslovak military units in the USSR from
a field battalion to the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps, which he headed from Septem-
ber 1944. Between 1945 and 1950, he served as Minister of National Defence. He
did not resign in February 1948, and he ordered the army’s neutrality, which allowed
the Communist coup d‘état. In 1952, he was arrested and accused of sabotaging the
construction of the Czechoslovak state. However, under pressure from Soviet military
posts, he was appointed head of the Klement Gottwald Military Academy in Prague in
1954. He retired in 1959 and devoted himself to writing his memoirs at the Military
History Institute. From 1968 to 1975, he was President of the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic.
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KYJEV

V hlavnim mésté Ukrajiny na fece Dnépr na plose 827 km?
vroce 2022 zilo pres 2,95 milionu obyvatel. Prvni osidleni
Uuzemi dnesniho Kyjeva pochazi z prelomu 5. a 6. stoleti.
V 9. stoleti se uz Kyjev stal centrem oblasti, které bylo
ve styku s Byzantskou Fisi. Na konci 10. stoleti, kdy knize
Vladimir I. pfijal kfestanstvi, dochazi k dal3imu rozvoji Ky-
jeva. Od 12. stoleti vsak Kyjev zacal ztracet svlj pavodni
vyznam. Roku 1240 mésto zpustosila mongolska vojska
chana Batua a zniCila zde mnoho architektonickych i pi-
semnych pamatek. Po kozackych povstanich v poloviné
17. stoleti se Kyjev dostal pod ruskou nadvladu. V srpnu 1914 zde vznikl zarodek ces-
koslovenskych legii Ceska druzina a v [ét& 1917 po bitvé u Zborova se v Kyjevé na né-
kolik mé&sict usidlil profesor T. G. Masaryk, aby jako predseda Ceskoslovenské narodnf
rady na Rusi osobné budoval ¢eskoslovenské legionarské vojsko a byl blize k frontové
linii vychodni fronty prvni svétoveé valky.

Za druhé svétoveé valky dobyli Némci mésto Kyjev v operaci Barbarossa 19. zafi 1941
po katastrofalni pordzce sovétskych vojsk. Zahy se v dobytém mésté dopustili cetnych
véle¢nych zlocinG, kdy napfiklad 29.-30. zarff 1941 jednotky SS v rokli Babi Jar na se-
verozadpadnim okraji mésta povrazdily pres 33 000 kyjevskych Zida.

KYIV

In 2022, over 2.95 million people lived in the capital of Ukraine on the Dnieper River
on an area of 827 km2. The first settlement on the territory of today’s Kiev dates back
to the end of the 5th and beginning of the 6th centuries. By the 9th century, Kiev
had already become the centre of the area, which was in contact with the Byzantine
Empire. At the end of the 10th century, when Prince Vladimir | accepted Christianity,
Kiev further developed. However, from the 12th century, Kiev began to lose its original
importance. In 1240, the city was devastated by the Mongol army of Khan Batu, who
destroyed many architectural and written monuments. After the Cossack uprisings in
the mid-17th century, Kiev came under Russian rule. In August 1914, the Czechoslovak
legion Czech Druzhina was founded there, and in the summer of 1917, after the Battle
of Zborov, Professor T. G. Masaryk settled in Kiev for a few months to personally build
up the Czechoslovak legionary army as chairman of the Czechoslovak National Council
in Russia, in order to be closer to the front line of the Eastern Front of the First World
War.

During World War Il, the Germans captured the city of Kiev in Operation Barbarossa
on 19 September 1941 after the catastrophic defeat of Soviet troops. They soon
committed numerous war crimes in the captured city. For example, on 29 and 30 Sep-
tember 1941, SS troops murdered over 33,000 Kiev Jews in the Babi Yar ravine on the
northwestern outskirts of the city.
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Ceskoslovenskd vojska
pochoduji pres Chrescatyk
a Evropské ndmésti

v Kyjevé na levy bieh
Dnépru, pri evakuaci
Ukrajiny pfed némeckym
postupem na prelomu
dnora a biezna 1918.
Czechoslovak troops
marching through
Khreshchatyk and Europe
Square, Kiev, to the left bank
of the Dnieper River, during
the evacuation of Ukraine
from the German advance in
late February/March 1918.

Svéceni praporu Ceské
druziny pri slavnostni pfisaze
jejich dobrovolnikd na
Sofijském ndmésti v Kyjevé
28. zdri (11. fijna) 1914

The consecration of the Czech
Druzhina colours during the
oath-taking ceremony of its
volunteers on Sofia Square in
Kiev on 28 September

(117 October) 1914

Antonin Sochor, Josef Bursik

a Richard Tesarik, dekorovani
za své vykony v bojich pri
osvobozeni Kyjeva v roce 1943
Zlatou hvézdou hrdiny SSSR
Antonin Sochor, Josef Bursik and
Richard Tesarik, decorated for
their achievements in the fighting
during the liberation of Kiev in
1943 with the Gold Star of the
Hero of the USSR

49



VYSTAVBA BRIGADY

Ceskoslovensky 1. samostatny polni prapor se po bojich u Sokolova presunul 9. kvét-
na 1943 do Novochopersku. Diky aktivité nacelnika ¢s. vojenské mise v Moskvé plu-
kovnika Heliodora Piky se podafilo dosdhnout propusténi 2700 RusinG ze sovét-
skych koncentrac¢nich tdbor(, ktefi se pfihlasili k ceskoslovenské jednotce. Pro $patny
zdravotni stav po prodélanych utrapach byli zafazeni nejprve k zadloznim jednotkam.
Na pocatku roku 1943 v Buzuluku mél 1. ¢eskoslovensky samostatny polni prapor
v SSSR 969 vojakl, z toho 256 Rusinl, zatimco zdlozni pluk a rezervni rota mély
v téZze dobé 1969 vojakd, z toho 1411 Rusind.

Po doplnéni nové vycvicenymi vojdky byl ¢s. 1. polni prapor 12. ¢ervna 1943 v No-
vochopersku reorganizovadn na 1. ¢s. samostatnou brigadu v SSSR. Brigada méla
3517 muzd a zen organizovanych do dvou pésich a jednoho tankového praporu,
dvou délostreleckych oddil a dalSich mensSich, napfiklad protitankovych, Zenijnich ci
spojovacich jednotek. Prezident republiky Edvard Bene$ ustanovil 18. ¢ervna 1943
velitelem Cs. vojenské jednotky v SSSR plukovnika Jana Kratochvila, ktery zarovef
prevzal veleni zédlozniho pluku. Dne 12. zafi 1943 slavnostné slozili novacci prisahu.
V brigddé k 30. fijnu 1943 slouzilo 3548 vojakd, z toho 2210 Rusin.

After the battle of Sokolovo, the Czechoslovak 1st Independent Field Battalion moved
to Novochopersk on 9 May 1943. Thanks to the activity of the chief of the Czecho-
slovak military mission in Moscow, Colonel Heliodor Pika, 2,700 Rusyns who had
signed up for the Czechoslovak unit were released from Soviet concentration camps.
Because of their poor health after what they had suffered, they were first assigned
to reserve units. At the beginning of 1943 in Buzuluk, the 1st Czechoslovak Indepen-
dent Field Battalion in the USSR had 969 soldiers, of whom 256 were Rusyns, while
the reserve regiment and reserve company had 1,969 soldiers at the same time, of
whom 1,411 were Rusyns.

After replenishment with newly trained soldiers, on 12 June 1943, the 1st Czechoslo-
vak Field Battalion was reorganized into the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Brigade in
the USSR in Novochopersk. The brigade consisted of 3,517 men and women, organized
into two infantry and one tank battalions, two artillery detachments, and other smaller
units such as anti-tank, engineer, and signal units. On 18 June 1943, President Edvard
Benes appointed Colonel Jan Kratochvil commander of the whole Czechoslovak mili-
tary unit in the USSR, who also took command of the reserve regiment. On 12 Sep-
tember 1943, the new members of the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Brigade in the
USSR were sworn in. On 30 October 1943, the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Brigade
in the Soviet Union included 2,210 Rusyns out of 3,548 soldiers.
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Plukovnik péchoty
Jan Mikulas Kratochvil
11.1. 1889 - 15. 3. 1975

Jan Kratochvil pochdzel z Horni Radechové na Ndchodsku. V prvni svétové vdlce byl jiz v roce 1914 jako
rakousko-uhersky vojdk zajat. V zajeti v Rusku vstoupil do ¢s. legii. Do viasti se vradtil v roce 1920. Poté
pusobil v mnoha velitelskych funkcich.

Po némecké okupaci se zapojil do vojenského odboje v ramci Obrany ndroda a v ¢ervnu 1939 odesel na
vyzvu generdla Ingra pres Polsko do Francie. Ve Francii velel pésimu pluku 1 v bojich na Marné a Loire

v roce 1940. Po pordZce Francie odjel do Britdnie, kde pisobil na MNO. Jeho Zenu ve vlasti v roce 1942
zatklo gestapo a jesté téhoz roku byla zavrazdéna v Osvétimi. Dne 15. 1. 1943 byl ustanoven velitelem
&s. samostatné brigddy ve Velké Britadnii, ale jiZ v breznu téhoz roku byl vysldn do SSSR.

V cervenci 1943 byl povysen na brigddniho generdla. Osobné se zucastnil osvobozeni Kyjeva v bojové linii.
V kvétnu 1944 byl jmenovan velitelem 1. ¢s. armddniho sboru v SSSR, ale této funkce byl neoprdavnéné
zbaven poté, co na néj sovétské veleni svalilo viastni odpovédnost za zpravodajsky i strategicky zpackanou
karpatsko-dukelskou operaci. Ve funkci byl nahrazen generdglem Ludvikem Svobodou, ktery nebranil
podrizeni Cs. jednotky v SSSR sovétskym zdjmdam. Po vdlce byl povysen do hodnosti divizniho generdla, ale
pro zhorseny zdravotni stav byl zahy penzionovan.

Jan Kratochvil came from Horni Radechovd in the Ndchod region. He was captured in the First World War in
1914 as an Austro-Hungarian soldier. In captivity in Russia he joined the Czechoslovak Legion. He returned to
his homeland in 1920. After that he served in many command positions.

After the German occupation, he joined the military resistance and in June 1939, at the invitation of General
Inger, he left for France via Poland. In France he commanded the 1st Infantry Regiment in the battles on the
Marne and Loire in 1940. After the
defeat of France, he went to Britain,
where he served in the Czechoslovak
ministerium of defence. His wife at
home was arrested by the Gestapo

in 1942 and murdered in Auschwitz
the same year. On 15 January 1943
he was appointed commander of the
Czechoslovak Independent Brigade in
Great Britain, but in March of the same
year he was sent to the USSR.

In July 1943 he was promoted to
brigadier general. He personally
participated in the liberation of Kiev

in the battle line. In May 1944 he

was appointed commander of the 1st
Czechosovak Army Corps in USSR.
However, he was unjustly relieved of
this post after the Soviet command
blamed him for the intelligence and
strategic failure of the Carpatho-
Dukla operation. He was replaced

by General Ludvik Svoboda, who did
not resist the subordination of the
Czechoslovak military unit in the USSR
to Soviet interests. After the war he
was promoted to the rank of division
general, but due to his deteriorating
health he was soon retired.

¢
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Jedna z map tdbori
GULAGu, které€ vznikly

u ceskoslovenské

vojenské mise v SSSR.

Ta na zdkladé vypovédi
véznd propusténych do
Buzuluku dokumentovala
sit tabord a evidovala pocty
internovanych krajand.

One of the maps of the
GULAG camps created by
the Czechoslovak Military
Mission in the USSR. Based
on testimonies of prisoners
released to Buzuluk, it
documented the network
of camps and recorded the
number of Czechoslovak
citizens internet.

Finanéni sbirka

mezi vojgky

1. ¢eskoslovenského
samostatného polniho
praporu v SSSR vynesla
dostatecné prostiedky

na ndkup tanku T-34,
pojmenovaného LIDICE.

A financial gathering among
the soldiers of the 1st
Czechoslovak Independent
Field Battalion in the USSR
raised enough funds to
purchase a T-34 tank,
named LIDICE.
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Dne 12. zafi 1943 slavnostné
slozili prisahu novi pfislusnici
1. ceskoslovenské samostatné
brigady v SSSR. Na snimku
prisaha prazkumnikad.

On 12 September 1943, the
new members of the 1st
Czechoslovak Independent
Brigade in the USSR were sworn
in. Pictured is the oath of the
reconnaissance troops.




OFENZIVA NA LEVOBREZNI UKRAIJINE

Situace na vychodni fronté se mezi bfeznem a listopadem 1943 zasadné zmeénila.
V Cervenci a srpnu 1943 Ruda armada zvitézila ve strategické bitvé o kursky vybézek
a prfi nasledném protidtoku 23. srpna definitivné vyhnala Némce z Charkova. V zafi
se priblizila k Dnépru, na jehoz zapadnim bFehu ziskala nékolik predmosti. Dne 30. Fij-
na 1943 padlo u Melitopole do zajeti Rudé armady 2000 vojdkd slovenské 1. pési
divize, coz zdhy umoznilo vytvoreni 2. ¢s. paradesantni brigddy. V fijnu se Némcim
podafilo odrazit prvni sovétsky Utok na Kyjev z pfedmosti za Dnéprem severné od
mésta. Na jihu mezitim Rudé armada dosahla Gsti Dnépru do Cerného more, a odfizla
tak Némci a Rumuny okupovany Krym od pevniny.

Pred dalSim Gtokem Ruda armada fingovala velké soustfedovani vojska a techniky na
prfedmosti na Dnépru jizné od Kyjeva. Skute¢ny druhy (tok ovsem zacal 3. listopadu
z Ljutezského predmosti severné od mésta. Po hrozbé obkliceni sovétskymi tanky od
z3padu Némci mésto vyklidili a 13. listopadu presla sovétska vojska zapadng, jihoza-
padné a jizné od Kyjeva do obrany.

The situation on the Eastern Front changed fundamentally between March and No-
vember 1943. In July and August 1943, the Red Army won the strategic battle of the
Kursk salient, and in the subsequent counterattack on 23 August, they finally drove
the Germans out of Kharkov. In September, it approached the Dnieper, where on the
western bank the Red Army gained several bridgeheads. On 30 October 1943, 2,000
soldiers of the Slovak 1st infantry division were captured by the Red Army at Melito-
pol, which soon enabled the formation of the 2nd Czechoslovak Parachute Brigade. In
October, the Germans managed to repel the first Soviet attack on Kiev from the bridge-
head across the Dnieper River north of the city. In the south, the Red Army reached the
mouth of the Dnieper into the Black Sea, cutting off German- and Romanian-occupied
Crimea from the mainland.

Before the next attack, the Red Army faked a large concentration of troops and equip-
ment on a bridgehead on the Dnieper south of Kiev. However, the real second attack
began on 3 November from the Lyutezhsky bridgehead north of the city. After the
threat of encirclement by Soviet tanks from the west, the Germans abandoned the
city, and on 13 November, Soviet troops stationed west, southwest, and south of Kiev
went on the defensive.
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Némecké tézké tanky Pz. Kpfw. VI Tiger v bitvé u Kurska
German heavy tanks Pz. Kpfw. VI Tiger during the Kursk Battle

Sovétské stredni tanky T-34 podporované samopalniky v bitvé u Kurska
Soviet T-34 medium tanks supported by submachine gunners during the Battle of Kursk
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Plamenometny tank Pz. Kpfw. Il (Flamm) némecké 6. tankové divize v pribéhu bitvy u Kurska
Flamethrower tank Pz. Kpfw. Il (Flamm) of the German 6th Panzer Division during the Battle of Kursk

Americké tanky M3 Lee, doddvané do
Sovétského svazu na zdkladé zdkona
o pujéce a prondjmu, v bitvé u Kurska
US-made M3 Lee medium tanks,
supplied to the Soviet Union under the
Lend-Lease Act, during the Battle of
Kursk

Sovétsti Zenisté buduji
pontonové mosty pres
Dnépr v pribéhu Kyjevské
operace na podzim 1943.
Soviet engineers building
pontoon bridges across
the Dnieper during the Kiev
operation in autumn 1943.
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Schéma postupu Rudé armddy na vychodni fronté od 17. cervence do 1. prosince 1943
A cartogram of the Red Army’s advance on the Eastern Front from 17 July to 1 December 1943

Némecké délostrelectvo na bifehu Dnépru v roce 1943
German artillery on the banks of the Dnieper River in 1943
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CESKOSLOVENSKA BRIGADA
V BOJI O KYJEV

Z Novochoperska odjela 1. ¢eskoslovenskad samostatna brigdda v SSSR po zeleznici na
pocatku fijna 1943. Za presunu prisla pri némeckém naletu ve Svitanoku o 53 padlych
a 50 ranénych. Ve dnech 8. az 12. fijna se brigada presunula na zapadni bfeh Dnépru na
Ljutézském predmosti. Zde byla podfizena 51. sboru sovétské 38. armady.

Do utoku 1. ¢s. brigdda v SSSR vyrazila 5. listopadu v 11.30 z prostoru détského sa-
natoria severozapadné od centra Kyjeva. Oba péSi prapory brigady postupovaly v prvni
linii, podporovany tanky. Po pFekonani protitankového prikopu se podarilo obsadit nepo-
gkozeny most pFes zafez Zelezni¢nf trati na Zitomirské ulici, pres ktery mohly &s. tanky
s péchotou proniknout do mésta. Némecky odpor museli ¢s. vojaci prekonavat zejména
v prostoru tovarny ,Bolsevik” a filmovych ateliérd. Naopak nadrazi padlo do rukou ¢s. vo-
jdkd neposkozené. Ve 22.00 dosahla brigdda svého denniho cile u pfedmésti Soloménka.
Réno 6. listopadu v 6.00 Gtok brigddy pokracoval a v 7.30 dosahli ¢s. vojaci brehu Dnépru
u pfedmeésti Telicka. V boji o Kyjev méla brigdda 32 padlych, 4 nezvéstné a 77 ranénych.

The 1st Czechoslovak Independent Brigade in USSR left Novochopersk by rail in early
October 1943. During the move it lost 53 dead and 50 wounded durin a German air
raid in Svitanok. Between 18th and 12th October, the brigade moved to the west
bank of the Dnieper at the Lyutezh bridgehead. Here it was attached to the 51st
Corps of the Soviet 38th Army.

The 1st Czechoslovak Brigade in the USSR attacked on 5 November at 11.30 a.m.
from the area of the children’s sanatorium northwest of Kiev. The brigade’s two in-
fantry battalions advanced in the front line, supported by a tank company each. After
overcoming an anti-tank ditch, they managed to capture an undamaged bridge over
a the railway line on Zhitomirska Street, across which the Czechoslovak tanks and
infantry could penetrate into the city. The Czechoslovak soldiers had to overcome the
German resistance especially in the area of the ,Bolshevik” factory and film studios.
On the other hand, the railway station fell into the hands of the Czechoslovak sol-
diers undamaged. At 22.00 the brigade reached its daily objective near the suburb
of Solomenka. In the morning of November 6 at 6.00 the brigade’s attack continued
and at 7.30 the Czechoslovak soldiers reached the bank of the Dnieper near the
suburb of Telicka. In the battle for Kiev the brigade lost 32 dead, 4 soldiers were
missing and 77 wounded.
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Vojdci ¢eskoslovenské brigady
pred nasazenim u Kyjeva
Soldiers of the Czechoslovak
Brigade before deployment
near Kiev

Ceskoslovensti
minometnici v bojich
pri osvobozeni
ukrajinského
hlavniho mésta Kyjev
Czechoslovak
mortarmen in the
fighting during the
liberation of the
Ukrainian capital Kiev
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Ceskoslovenské a sovétské
tanky na hlavni kyjevské
tiidé Chrescatik
Czechoslovak and Soviet
tanks on Kiev’s main street,
Khreshchatik
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Mapa postupu 2. praporu 1. ¢s. samostatné
brigady v SSSR Kyjevem s vyznacenymi
postupovymi cili dtoku. 1. prapor brigady
postupoval po jeho pravém kiidle.

The map of the advance of the 2nd battalion of the
1st Czechoslovak Independent Brigade in the USSR
through Kiev with successive targets of attack
marked with red. The 1st battalion atacekd along
the right flank of the 2nd battalion.

Opusténd némeckd bojovd technika v kyjevskych
ulicich po osvobozeni

Abandoned German fighting vehicles in the streets
of Kiev after the liberation

Soucasny vzhled kyjevskych filmovych ateliérd
osvobozenych v roce 1943 1. ceskoslovenskou
samostatnou brigddou v SSSR

The current appearance of the Kiev film studios,
liberated in 1943 by the 1st Czechoslovak
Independent Brigade in the USSR
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Némecky letecky snimek centra Kyjeva

z 25. ledna 1944 zachycuje prostor mezi ¢tvrtym

a patym postupovym cilem 1. ¢eskoslovenské
samostatné brigddy v SSSR 5. listopadu predchoziho
roku. Snimek je natocen tak, aby sever byl nahore.
Cislo 12 oznacuje Zeleniéni zastdvku Karavajevské
hradlo a ¢cislo 13 sefadovaci nddraZi. Hlavni nddrazi je
zcela vpravo. V horni édsti snimku je zietelnd Siroka

a pfimd Zitomirska ulice. Obdélnikovy objekt pod bilym
slovem ,Bild” jsou filmové ateliéry. Bile zvyraznény
obdelnikovy objekt v pravém cipu snimku je vojenské
ucilisté.

A German aerial photograph of the centre of Kiev taken
on 25 January 1944. It shows the area approximately in
the middle of the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Brigade
in the USSR’s advancement strip of on 5 November of
the previous year. The picture is rotated with the north
at the top. The number 12 indicates the Karavaevskiy
train stop, the number 13 the train marshalling yard.
The main train station is on the far right. The wide and
straight Zhitomirskaya Street is clearly visible at the top
of the picture. The rectangular object under the white
word ,Bild” are the film studios. The large rectangular
object bordered by white at righ is a military academy.
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CESKOSLOVENSKA BRIGADA V BOJI U RUDY,
BILE CEREKVE A ZASKOVA

Po osvobozeni Kyjeva a po nékolikatydennim budovani obrany za tézkych zimnich pod-
minek u Vasilkova a Fastova koncem roku 1943 byla 1. ¢eskoslovenskd samostatnd
brigdda v SSSR ve dnech 1. a7z 3. ledna 1944 nasazena do bojd u Rudy a Bilé Cerekve.
Poté brigdda zaujala 5. ledna 1944 obranné postaveni jihozdpadné& od Zaskova. Ve
dnech 16. az 28. ledna 1944 odrazeli ceskoslovensti vojaci némecké Utoky na brehu
feky Horni Tyki¢ v prostoru osady Buzovky. Nasledné branili Gsek v prostoru Balaba-
novka - Stupki a ve sméru Oratovka - Juskovcy. Z prvni linie jihozédpadné od ZaSkova
odesla 1. ceskoslovenska samostatna brigdda v SSSR 7. bfezna 1944 a postupné se
presunula do osvobozené Volyné.

THE CZECHOSLOVAK BRIGADE IN THE BATTLES OF RUDA,
BILA TSERKVA AND ZHASHKIV

After the liberation of Kiev and after several weeks of building defences under diffi-
cult winter conditions at Vasilkov and Fastov at the end of 1943, the 1st Czechoslo-
vak Independent Brigade in the USSR was deployed to the battles of Ruda and Bila
Tserkva from 1st to 3rd January 1944. The brigade then took up a defensive position
southwest of Zhashkiv on 5 January 1944. From 16 to 28 January 1944, Czechoslovak
soldiers repelled German attacks on the banks of the Hirskyi Tikych River in the area of
the Buzovka settlement. Then they defended the section on the Balabanovka-Stupki
line and on the Oratovka-Yushkovts line. From the first line southwest of Zhashkiv, the
1st Czechoslovak Independent Brigade in the USSR left on 7 March 1944 and gradu-
ally moved to liberated Volhynia.

Némeckd armdda na dstupu
od Bilé Cerekve

The German army on retreat
from Bila Tserkva

V prvnich dnech roku 1944 byla 1. ¢s. samostatna
brigdda v SSSR nasazena na Ukrajiné jizné od Kyjeva,
u Rudy a Bilé Cerekve.

In the first days of 1944, the 1st Czechoslovak
Independent Brigade in the USSR was deployed in
Ukraine south of Kiev, near Ruda and Bila Tserkva.
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Mapa nasazeni ¢s. brigddy na Ukrajiné na prelomu let 1943 a 1944
The map of the deployment of the Czechoslovak Brigade in Ukraine
at the end of 1943 and the beginning of 1944

Na konci ledna bojovala
és. brigdda v SSSR

u Zaskova.

At the end of January,
the Czechoslovak Brigade
fought in the USSR near
Zashkov.




TAJNA KOMUNISTICKA ORGANIZACE

Tajnou komunistickou organizaci v ¢s. jednotkach na vychodni fronté ved!| kapitan
v zal. JUDr. Jaroslav Prochazka - byvaly francouzsky legionar se sovétskym obcan-
stvim jako prekladatel marxistickych autor(. Pozdéjsi generdl, ndméstek ministra
narodni obrany, nacelnik Generalniho Stabu i rektor Univerzity Karlovy Fidil za valky
neverejnou praci komunistd predevsim s pomoci sovétské strany. Prochdzka a jeho
komunisté zde méli navic velkou oporu v sovétském majorovi neblaze proslulého
NKVD Petrovi Kambulovi, ktery na ¢s. jednotku dohlizel. Tento ddstojnik kontraroz-
védky se aktivné podilel jeété v srpnu 1968 piimo v Praze na sovétské okupaci Ces-
koslovenska. Komunistd bylo v roce 1942 v Buzuluku jen asi 45-50 a tvofili tak pfi
odjezdu praporu na frontu pouze asi 5 % jeho stavu, ale to zcela stacilo, aby byla
jednotka doslova prospiclovand do vsech detaill. Tento trend pokracoval i pozdéji,
coz se projevilo i po Gnoru 1948 pri represich mnoha demokraticky orientovanych
prislusnikd ¢s. armdady na vychodni fronté.

SECRET COMMUNIST ORGANISATION

The secret communist organization within the Czechoslovak units on the eastern front
was led by Reserve Captain JUDr. Jaroslav Prochazka - a former French legionnaire
with Soviet citizenship and a translator of Marxist texts. The later general, Deputy
Minister of National Defence, Chief of the General Staff and Rector of Charles Univer-
sity, he directed the non-public work of the Communists during the war, mainly with
the help of the Soviet Party. Moreover, Prochazka and his Communists enjoyed great
support by the Soviet major of the notorious NKVD, Petr Kambulov, who supervised
the Czechoslovak unit. This counter-intelligence officer had actively participated in the
Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia in August 1968 in Prague. There were only about
45 to 50 communists in Buzuluk in 1942, and they made up only about 5% of the
battalion when it left for the front, but that was enough to make the unit literally full
of spies. This trend continued later on, which was also apparent after February 1948
during the repression of many democratically oriented members of the Czechoslovak
Army on the eastern front.

PrestoZe JUDr. Karel Vas
(1916-2012) sam prosel peklem
stalinskych tdbori GULAGuU, stal se
jako fanaticky komunista agentem
NKVD a po vdlce prokurdgtorem

ve vykonstruovanych politickych
procesech...

Despite the fact that JUDr. Karel Vas
(1916-2012) himself went through
the hell of Stalin’s GULAG camps,

he became a fanatical communist
agent of the NKVD and after the war
became a procurator in fabricated
political trials...
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SEDE EMINENCE CESKOSLOVENSKE JEDNOTKY

Vedle nezralych mladikd ¢i poblouznénych levicovych intelektudld a sovétskych obcan( ces-
ké narodnosti, ktefi byli pfedchozi sluzbou v Rudé armadé i Zivotem v této zemi do stalin-
ského systému znacné integrovani, dominovali mezi komunisty stalinsti sektarsti fanatici
a demagogoveé jako Jaroslav Prochazka, Bedrich Reicin, Ivan Turjanica ¢i Karel Vas.

Ten nejhorsi z nich tehdy rotny Bedrich Reicin (popraveny jiz jako generdl vlastnimi sou-
druhy v roce 1952) napfiklad v Gnoru 1942 v dopise Gottwaldové pravé ruce Vaclavu
Kopeckému do Moskvy charakterizoval nasledné moralné nejvyspélejsi ¢ast dobrovol-
nikd z tzv. oranské skupiny (Ludvik Svoboda, Otakar Jaros, Antonin Sochor, Bohumir
Lomsky a spol.): ,DUstojnicky a podddstojnicky kadr, ktery pfisel z internace (v poctu asi
80) je antisovétsky, fasisticky a jde v tom opovazlivé daleko. Upozorfiuji, Ze v tom neni
jen zatrpklost lidi, ktefi byli dlouho v lagrech. Ti chlapi sem jiz jako faSisti prisli a jako
takovi nepfestali déjstvovat. Néktera fakta jsou Uzasna a predstavuji z hlediska sovét-

skych zdkon( nejtézsi zlociny.”

SHADOW EMINENCIES OF CZECHOSLOVAK
UNIT IN THE USSR

In addition to immature young men, infatuated leftist intellectuals and Soviet citizens
of Czech nationality, who had previously been integrated into the Stalinist system
through their service in the Red Army and life in the country, the communist ranks were
dominated by Stalinist sectarian fanatics and demagogues such as Jaroslav Prochaz-
ka, Bedrich Reicin, Ivan Turjanica and Karel Vas.

The worst of them was sergeant Bedrich Reicin (executed as a general by his own
comrades in 1952) who, in February 1942, in a letter to Gottwald’s right-hand man,
Véaclav Kopecky based in Moscow, described the most morally advanced part of the
volunteers from the Oranki Group (Ludvik Svoboda, Otakar Jaros, Antonin Sochor, Bo-
humir Lomsky and others) as follows: “The officer and non-commissioned officer cadre
that came from internment (humbering about 80) is anti-Soviet, fascist and goes darin-
gly far in this. | point out that this is not just the bitterness of people who have been
in camps for a long time. These guys arrived here as fascists and as such have not
stopped acting out. Some of the facts are astonishing and constitute the most serious
crimes in terms of Soviet law.”

Vedouciho tajné komunistické organizace u ¢s. jednotek na vychodni
fronté Jaroslava Prochdzku (1897-1980) cekala po vdlce zdriva kariéra
ndéelnika Generdlniho stdbu Ceskoslovenské armddy a profesora

a rektora Univerzity Karlovy v Praze...

Jaroslav Prochdzka (1897-1980), the head of the secret communist
organization in the Czechoslovak military unit in the USSR, had a bright
career after the war as Chief of the General Staff of the Czechoslovak
Army and professor and rector of the Charles University in Prague...




Vice nez symbolicky snimek:
Ludvik Svoboda ve vécném
obkli¢eni dvou vlivnych
komunistickych fanatikd (vlevo
Bedrich Reicin, pozdéjsi séf
obranného zpravodajstvi, vpravo
JUDr. Jaroslav Prochdzka,
vedouci ilegdini organizace KSC
v és. jednotce).

More than a symbolic picture:
Ludvik Svoboda in the perpetual
encirclement of two influential
communist fanatics (on the left
Bedrich Reicin, later head of

the defence intelligence, on the
right JUDr. Jaroslav Prochdzka,
head of the illegal organisation
of the Communist Party in the
Czechoslovak military unit in the
USSR).

Bedfricha Reicina (1911-1952)
nakonec na Sibenici poslali
vilastni soudruzi...

Bedrich Reicin (1911-1952)
was eventually sent to the
gallows by his own comrades...
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CESKOSLOVENSKA EXILOVA ARMADA
V LETECH 1944-1945

Ceskoslovenska vojenska jednotka v SSSR se v priib&hu roku 1944 presunula do osvo-
bozené Volyng, kde ji posilili potomci ¢eskych kolonistl z devatenactého stoleti a za-
jatci ze slovenské armady. 1. ¢eskoslovenska samostatna brigada v SSSR tak mohla
byt reorganizovana na 1. ceskoslovensky armadni sbor v SSSR s pési, tankovou a pa-
radesantni brigaddou.

Po skonceni severoafrického tazeni se Ceskoslovenska vojenska skupina na Strednim
vychodé preplavila v poloving roku 1943 do Velké Britanie. Reorganizaci Ceskosloven-
ské samostatné brigddy tam vznikla Ceskoslovenska samostatna obrnéna brigdda. Ta
byla od podzimu 1944 nasazena do obléhani Némci obsazeného pfistavu Dunkerque
ve Francii. V dubnu 1945 byl z brigady vyclenén Kombinovany oddil, ktery postupoval
do CSR s armadou USA od zapadu. Pfes odpor sovétského veleni prvni jeho vojaci
prijeli do Prahy 10. kvétna 1945. Némecky velitel pevnosti Dunkerque kapituloval pred
¢s. jednotkami 9. kvétna 1945 a Cs. samostatna obrnéna brigdda se vydala do vlasti.
Po vypuknuti povstani na Slovensku v srpnu 1944 byl Ceskoslovensky armadni sbor
nasazen do Gtoku pres Karpaty. Ke spojeni s 1. ceskoslovenskou armadou na Sloven-
sku do pordzky povstani nedoslo, ale v préibéhu operace alespon 6. fijna 1944 vstou-
pily jednotky sboru na ceskoslovenské Gzemi. Sbor poté postupoval Udolim Vahu
pres Liptovsky Svaty Mikulds a Zilinu na Moravu. Jeho samostatna tankova brigdda
a smiena letecka divize byly v dubnu 1945 nasazeny do osvobozovani Ceskosloven-
ského Slezka. Prvni ¢s. tanky pfijely do Prahy od Ostravy 10. kvétna 1945.
Ceskoslovenskou vlddu z Kosic tak mohli 10. kv&tna v Praze pfivitat jak zastupci doma-
ciho odboje, tak vojaci ceskoslovenské armady z Vychodu i ze Zapadu.

During 1944, the Czechoslovak military unit in the USSR moved to liberated Volhynia,
where it was reinforced by descendants of Czech colonists from the nineteenth cen-
tury and prisoners of war from the Slovak army. The 1st Czechoslovak Independent
Brigade in the USSR could thus be reorganised into the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps
in the USSR with infantry, tank and parachute brigades.

After the end of the North African campaign, the Czechoslovak Military Group in the
Middle East sailed to Great Britain in mid-1943. The reorganisation of the Czecho-
slovak Independent Brigade there led into creation of the Czechoslovak Independent
Armoured Brigade Group. It was deployed from autumn 1944 to the siege of the Ger-
man-occupied port of Dunkirk in France. In April 1945, a Combined Detachment was
dispatched from the brigade and advanced into Czechoslovakia with the US Army from
the west. Despite resistance from the Soviet command, its first soldiers arrived in Pra-
gue on 10 May 1945. The German commander of the Dunkirk fortress capitulated to
the Czechoslovak troops on 9 May 1945 and the Czechoslovak Independent Armoured
Brigade set out for the homeland.
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After the outbreak of the uprising in Slovakia, the Czechoslovak Army Corps was de-
ployed to attack across the Carpathian Mountains. There was no connection with the
1st Czechoslovak Army in Slovakia until the defeat of the uprising. During the opera-
tion the Corps entered Czechoslovak territory on 6 October 1944 at least. The corps
then advanced along the Vah valley through Liptovsky Svaty Mikulds and Zilina to Mo-
ravia. Its independent tank brigade and mixed air division were deployed in April 1945
to liberate Czechoslovak Silesia. The first Czechoslovak tanks arrived to Prague from
Ostrava on 10 May 1945.

The Czechoslovak government from KoSice was thus welcomed in Prague on 10 May
1945 by representatives of the home resistance as well as by soldiers of Czechoslovak
army in exile both from the East and West.

Vojdci 1. ceskoslovenského
armddniho sboru v SSSR v tézkych
terénnich podminkdch za boji

v Karpatech na podzim 1944

Soldiers of the 1st Czechoslovak Army
Corps in the USSR in difficult terrain
conditions during the fighting in the
Carpathians in autumn 1944

Samohybné délo SU-85 1. ceskoslovenského armddniho sboru v SSSR pripominalo velitele od Sokolova,
nadporucika Otakara JaroSe, kapitdna in memoriam.

The SU-85 self-propelled gun of the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR commemorated the
commander from Sokolovo, Senior Lieutenant Otakar Jaros, Captain in memoriam.
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Tanky Cromwell Ceskoslovenské samostané obrnéné brigddy ostreluji némecké pozice
u Dunkerque ve Francii.

Cromwell tanks of the Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade Group shelling
German positions near Dunkirk, France.

Prapor Ceskoslovenské
vojenské jednotky

v SSSR z Buzuluku

na prehlidce

1. ¢s. armddniho sboru
na Staroméstském
ndmésti 17. kvétna 1945
Colours of the
Czechoslovak military unit
in the USSR from Buzuluk
at the parade of the 1st
Czechoslovak Army Corps
on the Old Town Square in
Prague on 17th May 1945

Cs. Zenitsté odsouvaji vrak obrnéného automobilu Humber,
znic¢eny némeckou protitankou minou pri dtoku ¢s. brigddy
na némecké pozice 28. fijna 1944 u Dunkerque.
Czechoslovak engineers moving the wreckage of a Humber
scout car destroyed by a German anti-tank mine during an
attack by the Czechoslovak Brigade on German positions near
Dunkirk on 28 October 1944.
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RICHARD TESARIK

* 3. prosince 1915 Praha

t27. brezna1967 Usti nad Labem

Pozdéjsi Hrdina Sovétského svazu a generalmajor ¢s. armady jako vlastenec vycho-
vany v Sokole ziskal prvni bojové zkuSenosti jako desatnik pésiho pluku 36 v bfeznu
1939 na tehdejsi Podkarpatské Rusi v boji s madarskou horthyovskou armadou. Po
Utéku do Polska, kde bojoval u protiletadlovych kulomet(, zazil sovétskou internaci
a pozdéji v Buzuluku absolvoval skolu pro budouci zdloZni ddstojniky. V bojich u So-
kolova a pozdé&ji u Kyjeva, kde velel tankové roté, prokazal své hrdinstvi natolik, ze
byl vyznamenan nejvyssimi sovétskymi vyznamenanimi. V bojich na Dukle byl tézce
zranén a prisel o levé oko. Po valce v fijnu 1945 odeSel studovat na tankovou aka-
demii v Moskvé. Velel tankové divizi, ale v dalSich letech se diky své povaze bouf-
livaka dostaval do réznych konfliktG s nadfizenymi, byl krétce i uvéznén a nakonec
byl v listopadu 1960 vylou¢en z KSC a propustén z armady. Do roku 1966 pracoval
jako dispecer autobusové dopravy, poté jako bezpecnostni technik v letfanské Avii.
Zemfrel predc¢asné na infarkt.

* 3 December 1915, Prague

t 27 March 1967, Usti nad Labem

Later Hero of the Soviet Union and Major General of the Czechoslovak Army, a patriot
brought up in the Sokol Movement, he gained his first combat experience as a cor-
poral in the 36th Infantry Regiment in March 1939 in Ruthenia in a battle against
Horthy's army. After escaping to Poland, where he manned anti-aircraft machine guns,
he was interned by the Soviets and later graduated from the school for future reserve
officers in Buzuluk. During the battles of Sokolovo and later in Kiev, where he commanded
a tank company, he proved his heroism to such an extent that he was awarded the
highest Soviet honours. In the battle of the Dukla Pass, he was severely wounded and
lost his left eye. After the war, in October 1945, he went to study at the tank acade-
my in Moscow. He commanded a tank division, but in the following years, due to his
rebellious nature, he got into various conflict with his superiors, was briefly imprisoned,
and was finally expelled from the Communist Party and dismissed from the army in No-
vember 1960. He worked as a bus dispatcher until 1966, then as a security technician
at Avia. He died prematurely of a heart attack.
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JOSEF BURSIK

*11. zarfi 1911 Postrekov

+30. cervna 2002 Northampton

Chodsky patriot jako ¢len Oranské skupiny absolvoval v Buzuluku Skolu pro budouci
zdalozni ddstojniky a jako velitel cety bojoval u Sokolova. Poté absolvoval sovétské
tankové ucilisté a velel tankové roté u Kyjeva, kde se jako jeden z prvnich probil do
centra mésta, za coz byl v prosinci 1943 vyznamenan Zlatou hvézdou Hrdiny Sovét-
ského Svazu. Pozdéji velel tankovému praporu a po valce tankové brigadé. Tehdy si
|&cil zranéni a tuberkulézu. Pro své protikomunistické postoje za valky byl v roce 1949
obvinén z velezrady a odsouzen na 10 let. Za odvolani proti rozsudku byl potrestan
Ctyrmi lety vézeni navic. Po zhorSeni zdravotniho stavu ve vézeni Mirov uprchl z nemoc-
nice u Olomouce, do které byl prevezen. S manzelkou se mu v srpnu 1950 podafril uték
do Bavorska, ale své dvé dcery uvidél az v roce 1963. Jeho jméno, fotografie i zminky
o ném byly v Ceskoslovensku vymazany, jako by nikdy neexistoval. V roce 1955 se od-
stéhoval do Anglie, kde v srpnu 1968 na protest proti sovétské okupaci vratil Sovétim
sva vyznamenani.

*11 September 1911, Postrekov

*t 30 June 2002, Northampton

A Chodsko region patriot and a member of the Oranki Group, he graduated from the
school for future reserve officers in Buzuluk and fought as a platoon commander at
Sokolovo. Later, he graduated from the Soviet tank school and commanded a tank
company near Kiev, where he was one of the first to fight his way into the city centre,
for which he was awarded the Gold Star of the Hero of the Soviet Union in December
1943. He later commanded a tank battalion and, after the war, a tank brigade. At the
time, he was treated for his wounds and tuberculosis but because of his anti-commu-
nist attitudes during the war, he was charged with treason in 1949 and sentenced to
10 years of imprisonment. For appealing against the judgement, he was sentenced
to an extra four years in prison. After his health deteriorated in Mirov Prison, he was
transferred to a hospital near Olomouc, from which he escaped. He and his wife man-
aged to escape to Bavaria in August 1950, but he did not see his two daughters until
1963. His name, photographs and references to him were erased in Czechoslovakia
as if he had never existed. In 1955, he moved to England, where he returned his
decorations to the Soviets in August 1968 in protest against the Soviet occupation.
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ANTONIN SOCHOR

*16. tervence 1917 Lohberg (Némecko)

+t16. srpna 1950 Jablonné v Podjestédi

Syn hornika prozil jako aktivni skaut détstvi v severoceském Duchcoveé. Na pocatku
némecké okupace se dostal do konfliktu s henleinovci, byl zatcen a v kvétnu 1939 in-
ternovan v pracovnim tabore Bitterfeld u Lipska. Podafilo se mu uprchnout do Polska.
Po vice nez dvouleté sovétské internaci se v Buzuluku v hodnosti podporucika stal
velitelem prézkumné cety, kterd se dostala u Sokolova do prvniho boje s némecky-
mi jednotkami. V bojich u Kyjeva jiz velel motorizované roté samopalnikd, kterd spolu
s tanky Josefa Bursika a Richarda Tesafika dosahla jako prvni bfehl Dnépru. Za sta-
tecnost v boji pfi osvobozovani Kyjeva mu byla udélena Zlatd hvézda Hrdiny SSSR.
V zafi 1944 byl na Dukle téZce zranén a z téla mu bylo vyoperovano 218 strepin. Po
valce absolvoval Vysokou Skolu vélecnou a v roce 1948 velel brigadé Zidovskych dobro-
volnikd ve vycviku pro Obranné sily Izraele. V noci z 15. na 16. srpna 1950 vSak doslo
ve vojenském vycvikovém prostoru Mimon k srdzce jeho vozu s vojenskym ndkladnim
autem, pfi které utrpél tézka poranéni hlavy, kterym 16. srpna podlehl v nemocnici
v Jablonném v Podjestédi.

*16 July 1917, Lohberg (Germany)

+ 16 August 1950, Jablonné v Podjestédi

The son of a miner, he spent his childhood as an active boy scout in Duchcov, North
Bohemia. At the beginning of the German occupation, he came into conflict with the
Sudeten German Party, was arrested and interned in the Bitterfeld labour camp near
Leipzig in May 1939. He managed to escape to Poland. After more than two years of
Soviet internment, he became the commander of a reconnaissance platoon in Buzuluk
with the rank of second lieutenant, and saw his first fighting against German units near
Sokolovo. In the battles near Kiev, he commanded a motorized machine gun compa-
ny, which, together with the tanks of Josef BurSik and Richard Tesarik, was the first
to reach the banks of the Dnieper. He was awarded the Gold Star of the Hero of the
USSR for his bravery during the liberation of Kiev. In September 1944, he was severely
wounded at the Dukla Pass, and 218 shards were removed from the body. After the
war, he graduated from the War College and in 1948, he commanded a brigade of Jewish
volunteers training for the Israel Defense Forces. However, on the night of 15 August
1950, his car crashed with a military truck in the military training zone of Mimon, during
which he suffered severe head injuries, and eventually died on 16 August in the hospital
in Jablonné v Podjestédi.
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DUSIVE SEVRENI
MISTO BRATRSKEHO OBJETI!

Prestoze probihal jiz ¢tvrty rok celosvétového konfliktu, zdpadni spojenci se stale jesté
nebyli schopni jednoznacné vyslovit k Gzemnimu usporfadani stfedni Evropy po valce.
Za této situace se ceskoslovensky exilovy prezident Edvard Benes rozhodl urychlit ten-
to problém a vydal se do Moskvy, kde 12. prosince 1943 uzavrel se sovétskym dikta-
torem J. V. Stalinem na dvacet let smlouvu ,0 pratelstvi, vzdjemné pomoci a povale¢né
spolupraci”. Tuto smlouvu Bene3 racionalné koncipoval podle obdobné smlouvy mezi
Soveétskym svazem a Velkou Britanii z 25. kvétna 1942. Zkuseny politik vSak tentokrat
hral vysokou hru s malymi kartami. Smlouva sice slibovala napf. zdvazek neuzavirat
separatni mir s Némeckem a explicitné stanovovala, Ze se ani jedna ze stran nebude
vmésovat do zaleZitosti partnera, ale Stalin nevidél v malém Ceskoslovensku spojence,
ale jen budouci vale¢nou korist. Zatimco Benes si prél zabranit zasahovani Sovétskeé-
ho svazu do vnitinich zaleZitosti povale¢ného Ceskoslovenska, pro Stalina a sovétské
i Ceskoslovenské komunisty prave tato smlouva de facto legalizovala likvidaci demokra-
cie v srdci Evropy, coz se potvrdilo nejen v Gnoru 1948, ale v jesté pfimocarejSi podobé
v srpnu 1968.

Although the fourth year of the global conflict was already underway, the Allies were still
unable to make a clear statement on the territorial arrangement of Central Europe after
the war. Within this context, the Czechoslovak president-in-exile Edvard Benes decided
to speed up the issue and went to Moscow, where on 12 December 1943 he conclu-
ded a twenty-year treaty of “friendship, mutual assistance and post-war cooperation”
with the Soviet dictator J. V. Stalin. Benes rationally modelled this treaty on a similar
treaty between the Soviet Union and Great Britain of 25 May 1942. However, this time
the experienced politician was playing a high stakes game with a weak hand. Although
the treaty promised, for example, a commitment not to make a separate peace with
Germany and explicitly stated that neither side would interfere in the affairs of its part-
ner, Stalin did not see little Czechoslovakia as an ally, but only as a future spoil of war.
While Bene$ wished to prevent the Soviet Union from interfering in the internal affairs
of post-war Czechoslovakia, for Stalin and the Soviet and Czechoslovak communists, it
was the destruction of democracy at heart of Europe that this treaty de facto legalized,
a fact that was confirmed not only in February 1948, but in an even more direct form in
August 1968.
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Po skonéeni druhé svétové vdlky Cechoslovdci upfimné povazovali véechny spojence za osvoboditele. Na
snimku sovétsky marsdl lvan Stépanovi¢ Konév v Praze.

After the end of the Second World War, the Czechoslovaks sincerely considered all the Allies as liberators.
This picture shows Soviet Marshal Ivan Stepanovich Konev in Prague in May 1945.

Vrchni velitel spojeneckych
expedicnich sil v Evropé
americky generdl Dwight David
Eisenhower na Staroméstském
namésti v Praze

Supreme commander of the
Allied Expeditionary Forces

in Europe, American General
Dwight David Eisenhower in
Old Town Square in Prague
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Dlouholety ndcelnik Francouzské vojenské mise v Ceskoslovensku a jeden z organizdtord
ceskoslovenské exilové armddy ve Francii generdl Louis-Eugéne Faucher na Staroméstském namésti
v doprovodu generdla Piky

General Louis-Eugene Faucher, long-time chief of the French military mission in Czechoslovakia and one
of the organizers of the Czechoslovak exile army in France, accompanied by General Pika on the Old
Town Square

Sovétsti komunisté, vedeni
iluzi o své kulturni a mordlni
nadrazenosti, povaZovali
Ceskoslovensko za podfizenou
gubernii. Jednim z architektd
podrizeni Ceskoslovenska
Sovétskému svazu byl
vyslanec Valerian Zorin.

The Soviet communists, under
the illusion of their cultural and
moral superiority, considered
Czechoslovakia a subordinate
gubernia. One of the architects
of Czechoslovakia’s submission
to the Soviet Union was the
envoy Valerian Zorin.
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1968, dva tanky: tank osvoboditel a tank okupant
1968, two tanks: a tank liberator and a tank occupant

Zderiek Fierlinger pri odhaleni
pomniku sovétskym tankistdm
v Praze na Smichové

29. cervence 1945

Zdenék Fierlinger at the unveiling
of the monument to Soviet
tankers in Prague’s Smichov
district on 29 July 1945

Marsdl Konév s prednimi ¢eskoslovenskymi
prizvukovaci podrizeni Ceskoslovenska zdjmiam
Moskvy, Vdclavem Kopeckym (vlevo) a Zderikem
Fierlingerem

Marshal Konev with Viéclav Kopecky (left) and
Zdenék Fierlinger, the leading Czechoslovak
supporters of the acquisition of Czechoslovakia
by Moscow




OZVENY HISTORIE

Kousicek pravdivé historie je tak vzdcnd véc, Ze si ji musime velice vaZit.
Thomas Jefferson

Po skonceni 2. svétové valky bojim u Sokolova a Kyjeva nehrozilo, Ze by upadly v zapo-
mnéni. BohuZel se vsak rychle dostaly zdsluhou komunistl do podivného kolotoce fales-
né piety a propagandistické hysterie v podobé tendencnich knih, obrazC, filmd a oslav,
ktery se zahy znacné ¢asti vefejnosti zcela odcizil. Pro nejmladsi generaci je potom cela
nase historie vétSinou velice vzdalenym zamlzenym obrazem a nepfijemnou zndmko-
vanou Skolni latkou. Prfesto ma pro vsechny generace hluboky smysl znat svou historii,
umét se v ni orientovat a poucit se. Je proto zcela spravné, Ze dneéni Armada CR po-
vazuje i boje v roce 1943 na vychodni fronté za nedilnou soucdast zakladd, na kterych
je budovana. Budeme-li Cerpat citlivé a pozorné z nasi novodobé historie, budeme
|épe schopni chapat i svét soucasny a pfedevsim nastrahy na cestach jeho smérovani.
K tomu ndm mohou poslouZit i po letech slozité a ¢asto horké osudy muzl a Zen, pro
které Sokolovo a Kyjev nebyly prézdnym pojmem.

A morsel of genuine history is a thing so rare as to be always valuable.
Thomas Jefferson

After the end of World War I, the battles of Sokolovo and Kiev were in no danger of
fading into obscurity. Unfortunately, however, they quickly fell into a strange carou-
sel of false remembrance and propaganda hysteria in the form of tendentious books,
paintings, films and celebrations that soon alienated a large part of the public. For the
younger generation, then, our entire history is mostly a very distant blurred image and
an unpleasant graded school subject. Yet it makes profound sense for all generations
to know their history, to be able to navigate it and to learn from it. It is therefore quite
right that today’'s Army of the Czech Republic considers even the fighting in 1943 on
the Eastern Front as an integral part of the foundations on which it is built. If we draw
sensitively and attentively from our modern history, we will be better able to under-
stand the contemporary world and, above all, the pitfalls in its path. The complex and
often bitter fates of the men and women for whom Sokolov and Kiev were not an
empty concept can serve us well in this regard.
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Komunisté se snaZili rychle vybudovat
monopol na vyklad historie ¢s. armddy
na vychodni fronté.

The Communists sought to quickly
establish a monopoly on the
interpretation of the history of the
Czechoslovak army on the Eastern
Front.

Roli Otakara Jarose ve filmu Sokolovo
ztvdrnil herec Martin Stépdnek (vpravo).
Po jeho odchodu do emigrace na Zdpad
vroce 1981 byl film zakdzan.

The character of Otakar Jaros in the movie
Sokolovo was played by actor Martin
Stépdnek (right). After his emigration to the
West in 1981, the movie was banned.

S0KOLOVD

ENEIGkE ) ARl

Boj u Sokolova se stal
ndmétem rady obrazi (dioréma
v sokolovském muzeu) rizné
arovné.

The Battle of Sokolovo became
the subject of a number of
paintings (diorama in the
Sokolovo Museum) of varying
levels.
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Velkofilm ,Sokolovo” reZiséra Otakara Vdvry z roku
1974 byl profesiondlné zpracovany, ale ve své dobé
zdkonité neunikl politické tendencnosti.

Otakar Vavra’s 1974 big-screen film ,Sokolovo” was
professionally produced, but in its time it did not escape
political bias.

Pripominky nasi historie, zvlasté potom pro

KO o mladou generaci, se neobejdou bez zajimavé formy
so LOVO ﬂ prezentace pravdivych informaci.
NEZAPOMENU Reminders of our history, especially for the younger
HRDINOVE generation, cannot do without an interesting form of

oot | d e teblen o s v B presentation of true information.

SoKOLOVO

8. BREZEN 2023

.B:l_.‘.lﬂ - 17:00

Skutecni hrdinové od Sokolova a Kyjeva si vzpominku,
Uctu a respekt zaslouZi i po desitkdch let.

Real heroes from Sokolovo and Kiev deserve to be
remembered, respected and honored even after decades.

14:00
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POMNIKY NA UKRAJINE DNES

Ministerstvo obrany Ceské republiky eviduje na Gzemi Ukrajiny 143 véle¢nych hrob(
a pietnich mist podle zakona ¢. 122/2004 Sb., s celkem 2589 pohrbenymi ¢eskoslo-
venskymi vojaky. Drtiva vétSina z tohoto poctu jsou obéti prvni svétove valky, a to jak
Ceskoslovensti legionari, tak pfislusnici rakousko-uherské armady.

je spole¢ny hrob obéti bitvy u Zborova v obci Kalynivka, bitvy, ve které se 2. cerven-
ce 1917 zrodila moderni ceskoslovenska armada. V roce 1922 z néj byly vyzdvizeny
ostatky neznamého vojina. Bojovnik od Zborova byl pro némecké okupanty nebez-
pec¢ny i po smrti, proto jeho ostatky v pribéhu druhé svétové valky znicilo gestapo.
Podruhé byly ze spolecného hrobu v Kalynivce vyzdvizeny ostatky neznamého vojina
24. fijna 2009. Dnes odpocivaji v Hrobu neznamého vojina v Praze na Vitkové.

Z obdobi druhé svétové valky je na Ukrajiné 20 pohfebist ¢i pietnich mist s celkem
679 pohfbenymi. Jsou v nich uloZeni k poslednimu odpocinku padli od Sokolova i Ky-
jeva, ale i ceskoslovenské obéti némeckého leteckého bombardovani. Ministerstvo
obrany Ceské republiky vé&nuje udrzbé a rekonstrukcim valeénych hrobd ¢eskosloven-
skych vojakl v zahranici velkou pozornost. Formou finan¢nich dard pak zajistuje udr-
zovani distojného vzhledu téchto mlcenlivych svédkd nasi pohnuté historie.

The Ministry of Defence of the Czech Republic registers 143 war graves and me-
morial sites on the territory of Ukraine according to Act No. 122/2004 with a total
of 2,589 buried Czechoslovak soldiers. The vast majority of this number are victims
of the First World War, both Czechoslovak Legionnaires and members of the Austro-
-Hungarian army.

The most important Czech war memorial not only in Ukraine, but abroad in general, is
the common grave of the victims of the Battle of Zborov in the village of Kalynivka,
the battle in which the modern Czechoslovak army was born on 2 July 1917.1n 1922,
the remains of an unknown soldier were recovered from it. The fighter from Zborov
was dangerous for the German occupiers even after his death, so his remains were
destroyed by the Gestapo during the Second World War. For the second time, the
remains of the unknown soldier were recovered from the common grave in Kalynivka
on 24 October 2009. Today they rest in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Prague,
Vitkov.

There are 20 burial or memorial sites in Ukraine from the Second World War period with
a total of 679 buried. They contain the final resting places of the fallen from Sokolovo
and Kiev, as well as Czechoslovak victims of German aerial bombing. The Ministry of
Defence of the Czech Republic pays great attention to the maintenance and recon-
struction of war graves of Czechoslovak soldiers abroad. In the form of financial dona-
tions, it ensures the maintenance of the dignified appearance of these silent witnesses
of our turbulent history.
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VyzdviZeni ostatki nezndmého
vojina ze spolecného hrobu
padlych v bitvé u Zborova

24. rijna 2009

Recovery of the remains of an
unknown soldier from the common ¢
grave of those killed in the Battle
of Zborov on 24 October 2009

Spolecny hrob padlych v bitvé

o Sokolovo pii pietnim aktu

k sedmdesdtému vyroci bitvy

8. bifezna 2013

Common grave of the fallen in
the Battle of Sokolovo during the
commemoration of the seventieth
anniversary of the battle

on 8 March 2013
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Spolecny hrob obéti némeckého nadletu
v Jachnivce

Common grave of the victims of the
German air raid in Jachnivka

Jednim ze tii hibitovd, na
kterych jsou v Kyjevé pohrbeni
ceskoslovensti vojdci, padli pri
osvobozovadni mésta v listopadu
1943, je i Svjatosinsky hrbitov.
One of the three cemeteries
where Czechoslovak soldiers who
died during the liberation of Kiev
in November 1943 are buried in is
the Svyatoshinsky Cemetery.

Také boje jizné od Kyjeva na prelomu let
1943/1944 si vyzddaly ceskoslovenské padlé.
Na snimku spolecny hrob ve Vasilkivu.

Also the fighting south of Kiev at the turn

of 1943/1944 brought Czechoslovak fallen
soldiers. There is a common grave in Vasilkiv on
the picture there.
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